
 
CHAPTER 1  GENERAL GOVERNMENT 

 
 1.01 Form of Government 
 
  GENERAL PROVISIONS AS TO OFFICERS 
  
 1.02 Elected Officials 
 1.03 Appointed Officials 
 1.035 City Administrator 
 1.04 Terms 
 1.05 Qualifying 
 1.06 Removals 
 1.07 Vacancies 
 1.08 Salaries 
 1.09 Retirement 
 1.10 Continuity of Government 
 1.11 Code of Ethics 
  
  OFFICERS 
 
 1.15 Mayor 
 1.16 Aldermen 
 1.17 City Attorney 
 1.18 City Engineer 
 1.19 City Clerk 
 1.20 Assessor and Treasurer 
 1.21 Municipal Judge and Municipal Court 
 1.22 Chief of Police 
 1.23 Fire Chief 
 1.24 Comptroller 
 1.25 Water Department Superintendent 
 1.26 Sanitation Superintendent 
 1.27 Health Officer 
 1.28 Director of Parks and Recreation 
 1.29 Electrical Inspector 
 1.30 Building Inspector 
 1.31 Safety Inspector 
 1.32 Plumbing Inspector 
 1.325 Zoning Administrator 



 
  BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 
 
 1.40 Aldermen; Terms on Board and Commissions 
 1.41 Board of Review 
 1.42 Plan Commission 
 1.43 Board of Zoning Appeals 
 1.44 Police and Fire Commission 
 1.45 Library Board 
 1.46 Park Commission 
 1.47 Board of Health 
 1.48 Board of Public Works 
 1.49 Board of Electrical Examiners 
 1.50 Insurance Commission 
 1.51 GRS Handicap Regulations Commission 
 1.52 Board of Gas Appeals 
 1.53 Housing Authority 
 1.54 Block Grant Commission 
 1.545 Sparta Community Center Review Board 
 
  CITY EMPLOYEES 
 
 1.55 Location of Employees’ Residences 
 1.56 Retirement 
 1.57 Employment of Relatives 
 
  ELECTIONS 
 
 1.60 Election Officials 
 1.61 Poll Hours 
 
  POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 
 
 1.70 City Boundaries 
 1.71 Aldermanic Districts 
 1.72 Annexations 



 
CHAPTER 2 THE GOVERNING BODY 

 
 
 2.01 Council Meetings 
 2.02 Order of Business 
 2.03 Council Committees 
 2.04 Rules of Council Procedure 
 2.05 Ordinances and Resolutions 
 2.06 Presiding Officer, Duties 
 



  
CHAPTER 3 FINANCE AND TAXATION 

 
 3.01 Preparation of Tax Roll and Tax Receipts 
 3.02 Fiscal Year 
 3.03 Budget 
 3.04 Changes in Budget 
 3.05 City Funds to be Spent in Accordance with Appropriation 
 3.06 Installment Payment or Real Estate Tax 
 3.07 Destruction of Obsolete Public Records 
 3.08 Special Assessments Deferments 
 3.09 New Subdivisions - Sewer and Water Improvements 
 3.10 Delinquent Personal Property Penalties (Rep. Ord. #288) 
 3.11 Credit for Curb and Gutter and Paving Improvements 
 3.115 Allocations of Costs for Paving-Initial Install. of Curb & Gutter 
 3.12 Room Tax 
 3.13 Confidentiality of Income and Expense Information 



 
CHAPTER 4 POLICE DEPARTMENT 

  
 4.01 Appointments 
 4.02 Organization 
 4.03 Chief of Police 
 4.04 Police and Fire Commission; Powers and Duties 
 4.05 Aldermen to Have Police Powers 
 4.06 Duties of Citizens 
 4.07 Authority to Dispose of Abandoned or Found Property 
 4.08 Civilians to Assist 



 
CHAPTER 5 FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 
 5.01 Fire Department Recognized 
 5.02 Bylaws 
 5.03 Appropriations 
 5.04 Compensation 
 5.05 Organization of Fire Department 
 5.07 Powers and Duties of Chief 
 5.08 Control and Care of Apparatus 
 5.09 Police Power of Department 
 5.10 Fire Inspector 
 5.11 Fire Districts Designated 
 5.12 Fire Prevention Code 
 5.13 Smoke Detector Requirements 
 5.14 Open Burning 
 5.15 Penalty 
 



CHAPTER 6 EMERGENCY GOVERNMENT 
 
 6.01 Joint Action Ordinance 
 6.02 County-Municipal Emergency Government Coordinator 
 6.05 Penalty 



 
CHAPTER 7 TRAFFIC CODE 

 
 7.01 State Traffic Laws Adopted 
 7.02 Speed Limits 
 7.03 Through Streets 
 7.035 Stop Signs 
 7.04 Yield Signs 
 7.045 One-Way Street 
 7.05 Prohibited Parking 
 7.06 Restricted Parking 
 7.07 Heavy Traffic 
 7.08 Trains Not to Obstruct Traffic 
 7.09 School Buses, Use of Flashers 
 7.10 Snowmobiles 
 7.11 Bicycles 
 7.12 Erection of Traffic Signs and Signals 
 7.13 School Property 
 7.14 School Crossing Guards 
 7.15 State Standards for Motor Vehicle Equipment Adopted 
 7.16 Regulating Play Vehicles 
 7.17 Vehicular Traffic at Airport 
 7.20 Penalty 
 7.21 Enforcement 
 7.34 State Traffic Laws Adopted 



 
CHAPTER 8 PUBLIC WORKS 

 
 8.01 Official Map 
 8.02 Street Grades and Elevators 
 8.025 Minimum Street Widths 
 8.03 Additional Grades 
 8.04 Sidewalk Grades 
 8.05 Alley Grades 
 8.055 Sidewalk Assessments 
 8.06 Sidewalk Construction 
 8.07 Railroad Crossing 
 8.08 Trees 
 8.09 Dutch Elm Disease 
 8.10 Excavations 
 8.11 Obstructions and Encroachments 
 8.12 Signs and Overhanging Structures 
 8.13 Driving Across Sidewalks 
 8.14 Littering Prohibited 
 8.15 Snow and Ice Removal 
 8.16 Hitching Horses Regulated 
 8.17 Buildings, Numbering 
 8.18 Utility Poles 
 8.19 Underground Utility Wires 
 8.20 Public Construction by the City 
 8.25 Penalty 
 



 
CHAPTER 9 PUBLIC PEACE AND GOOD ORDER 

 
  
 9.02 Firearms and Weapons, Use of 
 9.03 Throwing or Shooting of Arrows, Stones and  
    Other Missiles Prohibited 
 9.04 Sale and Discharge of Fireworks Restricted 
 9.05 Loitering Prohibited 
 9.06 Obstruction of Aisles and Exits Prohibited 
 9.07 Unlawful Assemblies Prohibited 
 9.08 Intoxicating Liquor on Public Property Prohibited 
 9.085 Possession of Tobacco by Children 
 9.086 Tobacco Use Prohibited on School District Premises 
 9.087 Sale or Gift of Tobacco Products to Persons Under Age 18 
 9.088 Purchasing Cigarettes on Behalf of or Providing to, any  
    Person Under Age 18 
 9.09 Curfew 
 9.095 Truancy Prohibited 
 9.10 Loud and Unnecessary Noise Prohibited 
 9.11 Littering Prohibited 
 9.12 Open Cisterns, Wells, Basements or Other Dangerous 

Excavations Prohibited 
 9.13 Abandoned or Unattended Ice Boxes, Etc., Prohibited 
 9.14 Hospital Quiet Zone 
 9.15 Cruelty to Animals 
 9.155 Abuse or Interference with Police Dogs 
 9.16 Radio and Television Interference Prohibited 
 9.17  Damage to Library Materials 
 9.18 Juvenile Possession of Drug Paraphernalia 
 9.19 Possession of Marijuana 
 9.20 Penalties 
 9.21 Fair and Open Housing 
 9.23-9.948.16 Offenses Against Laws Subject to Forfeiture 
 9.938.01-9.938.78 Juvenile Justice Code Provisions 
 
 
 
 
 



CHAPTER 10 PUBLIC NUISANCES 
 
 10.01 Public Nuisances Prohibited 
 10.02 Public Nuisances Defined 
 10.03 Public Nuisances Affecting Health 
 10.04 Public Nuisances Offending Morals and Decency 
 10.05 Public Nuisances Affecting Peace and Safety 
 10.06 Storage of Junked Vehicles, Etc. 
 10.07 Abatement of Public Nuisances 
 10.08 Cost of Abatement 
 10.15 Penalty 



 
CHAPTER 11 PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE 

 
 11.01  
 11.02  
 11.03  
 11.04  
 11.05  
 11.06  
 11.07 Compulsory Connection to Sewer and Water 
 11.08  
 11.09 Garbage, Refuse and Recyclable Materials Collection 
 11.10 Sanitary Landfill 
 11.11 Health and Sanitation Permits 
 11.13 Feeding Waterfowl in Certain Areas Prohibited 
 11.15 Penalty 



 
CHAPTER 12 LICENSES AND PERMITS 

 
 12.01 Licenses Required 
 12.02 Issuance and Revocation of Licenses 
 12.03 Intoxicating Liquor and Fermented Malt Beverages 
 12.04 Cabarets 
 12.06 Public Amusements and Entertainments 
 12.065 Mechanical or Electronic Amusement Devices 
 12.07 Jukeboxes 
 12.08 Mobile Homes and Mobile Home Parks 
 12.09 Direct Sellers 
 12.10 Auctions (Rep. Ord. #276, 1989) 
 12.11 Taxicabs 
 12.12 Junk and Salvage Yards 
 12.13 Filling Stations 
 12.14 Homing Pigeons 
 12.15 Dogs, Licensing and Regulation 
 12.16 Franchises 
 12.17 Farmer’s Market 
 12.18 Weights and Measures License Required 
 12.25 Penalty 



 
CHAPTER 13 MUNICIPAL UTILITIES 

 
   GENERAL 
 
 13.01 Water Utility Rules and Regulations 
 13.02 Compliance Required 
 
  WATER COMMISSION 
 
 13.05 Water Commission Established (Repealed Ord. #380, 1993) 
 13.06 Powers and Duties of the Board of Public Works  
  as They Relate to the Water Utility 
 
  WATER MAIN EXTENSION RULE 
 
 13.10 Application 
 13.11 Location of Property to be Served 
 13.12 Grade Requirements 
 13.13 Winter Installation 
 13.14 Extensions 
 13.15 Financing Procedures for Water Main Extensions 
 13.16 Connection to Transmission Main 
 13.17 Development Period 
 13.18 Suburban Main Extensions 
 
  WATER SERVICE 
 
 13.20 Application for Water Service 
 13.21 Conditions to Obtain Service 
 13.22 Water Service Size and Location 
 13.23 Water Service Installation 
 13.24 Trenching for Water Service 
 13.25 Backfilling Trenches, Mains and Services 
 13.26 Water Lateral Installation Charge 
 13.27 Replacement With Larger Size 
 13.28 Water Service Maintenance 
 13.29 Curb Box and Curb Stop Maintenance 
 13.30 Winter Installation of Water Services 
 13.31 Thawing Frozen Services 
 13.32 Water Main Installations in Platted Subdivisions 



 
  PRIVATE FIRE LINE INSTALLATION 
 
 13.35 Definition 
 13.36 Application 
 13.37 Installation 
 13.38 Cost to Customers 
 
  WATER METERS 
 
 13.40 Meters 
 13.41 Initial Accuracy of Meters 
 13.42 Outside Meter Pit Installation 
 
  GENERAL URBAN SERVICE 
 
 13.45 Minimum Bill and Consumption Charges 
 13.46 Temporary Service 
 13.47 Special Readings/Billings and Rules 
 13.48 General Service Contract 
 13.49 Reconnection Charge 
 13.50 Discontinuance of Water Request 
 13.51 Charges for Water Wasted Due to Leaks 
 13.52 Special Water Services 
 13.53 Surcharge Rates - Nonconservant Air Conditioning 
  and Refrigeration 
 13.54 Meter Tests 
 13.55 Surreptitious Use of Water 
 
  GENERAL SUBURBAN SERVICE 
 
 13.60 Availability 
 13.61 Rates 
 13.62 Billing and Other Regulations 
 
 
  PUBLIC FIRE PROTECTION SERVICE 
 
 13.65 Urban Service 
 
  GENERAL RULES AND REGULATIONS 
 
 13.70 Complaints 
 13.71 Inspection of Plumbing 
 13.72 Service Calls 
 13.73 Inspection of Premises 



 13.74 No Claims for Damages 
 13.75 Hydrants 
 13.76 Unauthorized Water Use 
 13.77 Public Safety at Excavations 
 13.78 Contractor and Construction Responsibilities 
 13.79 Repairs to Water Mains 
 13.80 Protective Devices 
 13.81 Relief Valves - Close Systems 
 13.82 Air Chambers 
 13.83 Cross Connections 
 13.84 Well Abandonment 
 13.845 Water Piping from Mains 
 13.85 Penalty 
 13.86 Wellhead Protection Ordinance 



  CHAPTER 14   BUILDING CODE 
 
  GENERAL 
 
 14.01 Scope 
 14.02 Department of Building Inspection 
 14.025 Contractor Licenses 
 14.03 Permits 
 14.04 Inspections 
 14.05 Certificate of Occupancy 
 14.06 Owners Constitutional Privilege 
 14.07 Appeals 
 14.08 Violations 
 14.10 Definitions 
 
  STRUCTURAL-MECHANICAL 
 
 14.15 Adoption of Codes 
 14.16 Enforcement 
 14.17 Regulations for Moving Buildings 
 14.18 Razing of Buildings 
 14.19 Accessory Buildings and Structures 
 14.20 Designation of Fire Districts and Restrictions 
 14.21 Surface Water Drainage 
 14.22 Swimming Pools 
 14.23 Mechanical Systems 
 14.24 Incinerators 
 
  ELECTRICAL 
 
 14.30 Adoption of Codes 
 14.31 Enforcement 
 14.32 Electrical Licenses 
 14.33 Board of Electrical Examiners 
 14.34 Electrical Installations 
 14.35 Annual Permits 
 14.36 Standards of Electrical Equipment 
 14.37 Communications Antennas 
 14.38 Public Utilities Regulated 
 
 
  PLUMBING 
 
 14.40 Adoption of Plumbing Codes 
 14.41 Enforcement 
 14.42 Plumbers License Required 



 14.43 Private Sewage Disposal Systems 
 14.44 Restrictions to Existing Sewers 
 14.45 Obstructions in Drain Course 
 14.46 Storm and Surface Water Drains 
 
 Schedule of Permit Fees 



 
 

CHAPTER 15 SANITATION CODE 
 
  SEWER USE ORDINANCE 
 
 15.01 Definitions 
 15.02 Use of Public Sewers 
 15.03 Control of High Strength or Toxic Wastes 
  Direct to Public Sewers 
 15.04 Right of Entry, Safety and Identification 
 15.05 Sewer Construction (Building Sewers) 
 15.06 Septic Tank and Holding Tank Disposal 
 15.07 Damage or Tampering with Sewage Facilities 
 15.08 Violations and Penalties 
 15.09 Appeals 
 15.10 Sanitation Superintendent 
 15.11 Disposition of Revenue 
 
  SEWER USE CHARGE SYSTEM 
 
 15.21 Additional Definitions 
 15.22 Basis for Variable Charges 
 15.23 Billing Practice 
 15.24 Amount of User Charges 
 15.25 Audit 
 15.26 Significant Contributors 
 15.27 Validity 
 15.28 Enacting Clause 
 
 Appendix 



 
CHAPTER 16 SHORELAND-WETLAND ZONING 

  
 16.01 Statutory Authorization, Finding of Fact, Statement of  
  Purpose and Title 
 16.02 General Provisions 
 16.03 Definitions 
 16.04 Zoning Maps 
 16.05 District Boundaries 
 16.06 Permitted Uses 
 16.07 Prohibited Uses 
 16.08 Nonconforming Structures and Uses 
 16.09 Zoning Administrator 
 16.10 Zoning Permits 
 16.11 Certificates of Compliance 
 16.12 Fees 
 16.13 Recording 
 16.14 Revocation 
 16.15 Board of Appeals 
 16.16 Amending Shoreland-Wetland Regulations 
 16.17 Enforcement and Penalties 



 
CHAPTER 17 ZONING CODE 

 
 17.01 Authority, Purpose and Interpretation 
 
 17.02 Administration and Enforcement 
 
 17.03 Definitions. 
 
 17.04 Conformance Requirements 
 
 17.05 General Provisions 
 
 17.06 Zoning District 
 
 17.07 Residential Districts Requirements 
 
 17.08 Business District Requirements 
 
 17.09 Manufacturing/Industrial Districts Requirements 
 
 17.10 Special Districts Requirements 
 
 17.11 Planned Unit Development 
 
 17.12 Conditional Use Standards 
 
 17.13 Nonconforming Lots, Uses and Structures 
 
 17.14 Specific Requirements for Certain Land Uses and Activities 
 
 17.15 Parking and Loading 
 
 17.16 Screening, Buffering and Landscaping 
 
 17.17 Signs 
 
 17.18 Performance Standards 
 
 17.19 Smart Growth Comprehensive Plan 
   
 Index of Zoning Codes 
 
 
 
 



  
CHAPTER 18 SUBDIVISION 

 
 18.01 Introduction and Purpose 
 18.02 General Provisions 
 18.03 Definitions 
 18.04 Land Suitability 
 18.05 Procedure 
 18.06 Design Standards 
 18.07 Require Improvements 
 18.08 Division of Lots of Records (Not Subdivisions) 
 18.09 Replats 
 18.10 Administration 



 
CHAPTER 19 HOUSING CODE 

 
 19.01 Purpose and Intent 
 19.02 Definitions 
 19.03 Inspection of Dwellings, Dwelling Units, Rooming Units, 
  Nursing Units, Hotel Units and Premises 
 19.04 Enforcement; Service of Notices and Orders; Hearings 
 19.05 Minimum Standards for Basic Equipment and Facilities 
 19.06 Minimum Standards for Light, Ventilation and Heating 
 19.07 Responsibilities of Owners Relating to the Maintenance  
  of Dwellings and Dwelling Units 
 19.08 Minimum Space, Use and Location Requirements 
 19.09 Responsibilities of Occupants Relating to the Maintenance 
  of Dwellings and Dwelling Units. 
 19.10 Rooming House 
 19.11 Condemnation of Unfit Dwellings and Dwelling Units, Legal 
  Procedure of Condemnation and Placarding for 
  Human Habitation 
 19.12 Chapter Does Not Impair Authority of Code Compliance 

Officer to Act on Nuisances 
 19.13 Chapter Does Not Abrogate Provisions of Building Code 
 19.14 Minimum Exit Requirements for Existing Rental Housing 
 19.20 Penalties 



 
CHAPTER 20 HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

 
 20.01 Purpose and Intent of the Historic Preservation Commission 
 20.02 Definitions 
 20.03 Historic Preservation Commission Composition 
 20.04 Powers and Duties 
 20.05 Historic Structures and Sites Designation Criteria 
 20.06 Procedures 
 20.07 Conformance with Regulations 
 20.08 Maintenance of Historic Sites and Historic Districts 
 20.09 Conditions Dangerous to Life, Health or Property 
 20.10 Penalties for Violations 
 20.11 Seperability 



 
CHAPTER 22 PARKS AND WATER 

 
  CITY PARKS AND PARK COMMISSION 
 
 22.01 Applicability 
 22.02 Parks; Permits and Hours of Use 
 22.03 Sparta Municipal Golf Course 
 22.04 Beaver Creek Park 
 22.041 Dogs Prohibited in Parks 
 22.042 Digging in Parks Prohibited 
 22.043 Glass Beverage Containers Prohibited 
 22.044 Alcohol Beverages Prohibited in Beaver Creek Park Plaza 
 22.045 Blyton Veteran’s Park 
 
  PUBLIC WATERS 
 
 22.05 Applicability 
 22.06 State Boating and Water Safety Laws Adopted 
 22.07 Restrictions on Motor Boats 
 22.08 Capacity Restrictions 
 22.09 Additional Traffic Rules 
 22.10 Intoxication and Intoxicating Liquors 
 22.11 Safe Operation Required 
 22.12 Swimming Regulations 
 22.13 Littering Waters Prohibited 
 22.14 Anchorages and Stationary Objects 
 22.15 Markers and Navigation Aids; Posting Chapter 
 22.16 Races, Regattas, Sporting Events and Exhibitions 
 
  PENALTIES AND ENFORCEMENT 
 
 22.20 Penalties and Deposits 



 
CHAPTER 23 FLOODPLAIN ZONING CODE 

 
  STATUTORY AUTHORIZATION, FINDING OF FACT, 
  PURPOSE, TITLE AND DEFINITIONS 
 
 23.01 Statutory Authorization 
 23.02 Finding of Fact 
 23.03 Statement of Purpose 
 23.04 Title 
 23.05 Definitions 
 23.06 Official Maps and Revisions 
 23.07 Establishment of Districts 
 23.08 Locating Floodplain Boundaries 
 23.09 Removal of Lands from Floodplain 
 23.10 Compliance 
 23.11 Municipalities and State Agencies Regulated 
 23.12 Abrogation and Greater Restrictions 
 23.13 Interpretation 
 24.14  Warning and Disclaimer of Liability 
 23.15 Severability  
 23.16 Annexed Areas for Cities/Villages 
 23.17 General Development Standards 
 
 
  GENERAL STANDARDS APPLICABLE TO ALL FLOODPLAIN 
 
 23.20 Hydraulic and Hydrologic Analyses 
 23.21 Watercourse Alterations 
 23.22 Chapter 30, 31, Wis. Stats., Development 
 23.23 Public or Private Campgrounds 
   
                       FLOODWAY DISTRICT (FW) 
 
 23.25 Applicability 
 23.26 Permitted Uses 
 23.27 Standards for Developments 
 23.28 Prohibited Uses 
 
  FLOOD FRINGE DISTRICT (FF) 
 
 23.30 Applicability 
 23.31 Permitted Uses 
 23.32 Standards for Development 
 
 



  GENERAL FLOODPLAIN DISTRICT (GFP) 
 
 23.35 Applicability 
 23.36 Permitted Uses 
 23.37 Standards for Development 
 23.38 Determining Floodway and Flood Fringe Limits 
 
  NONCONFORMING USES 
 
 23.40 General 
 23.41 Floodway Areas 
 23.42 Flood Fringe Areas 
 
  ADMINISTRATION  
 
 23.45 Zoning Administrator 
 23.46 Zoning Agency 
 23.47 Board of Adjustment/Appeals 
 23.48 To Review Appeals of Permit Denials 
 23.49 Floodproofing 
 23.50 Public Information 
  
                       AMENDMENTS 
 
 23.55 General 
 23.56 Procedures 
 
                      ENFORCEMENTS AND PENALTIES 
 
                      DEFINITIONS 



 
CHAPTER 24 PUBLIC MARKETS, WEIGHTS AND MEASURES 
 
 24.01 City Sealer of Weights and Measures 
 24.02 Weighing of Coal 
 24.03 Commodities To Be Sold At Public Market Only 
 24.04 City Market Location 
 24.05 Penalty 



 
CHAPTER 25 CONSTRUCTION AND EFFECT OF ORDINANCES 

 
 25.01 Rules of Construction 
 25.02 Conflict and Separability 
 25.03 Clerk to File Documents Incorporated by Reference 
 25.04 Penalty Provisions 
 25.05 Repeal of General Ordinances 
 25.06 Effect of Repeals 
 25.07 Title:  Effective Date:  Citation 
 25.08 Keeping Code Current:  Revisor’s Amendments 
 



 CHAPTER 26 STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 
 
 26.01 Authority 
 26.02 Title 
 26.03 Findings and Declarations of Policy 
 26.04 Intent and Purpose 
 26.05 Abrogation and Greater Restrictions 
 26.06 Interpretation 
 26.07 Severability of Ordinance Provisions 
 26.08 Definitions 
 26.09 Scope of Geographic Coverage 
 26.10 Land Disturbing Activities Subject to Stormwater   
  Management 
 26.11 Best Management Practices 
 26.12 Stormwater Permits 
 


