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We're pleased to present to 1.ou this year's Annual
Quality Water Report. This report is designed to inforn.r
you about the quality r+'aler and services l'e deliver to you
every day Our constant goal is to provide you rvith a safc
and dependable supply ofdrinking water. We want you to
understand the efforts $.e make to continually ilupror.e lhe
\r'ater treatment process and protect our water resources-
We are cornmitted to ensuring the quality of your I'ater.
Our sources ofwater are from the six rvells listed belorv.

Source ID Source Depth (in fcet) Status
2 Groundi{'ater 165

4 Ground$'atcr 185

6 Groundrvater 222

7 Croundwater 264

9 Croltnd$.ater 286

l0 Ground\\'aler 300

We're pleased to report that our drinkiug water is safe

and meets federal and state requirements.
If you have questiolrs about this report or concerning

your water utility', please contact Todd Hansor.r at (608)
269-4340 Ext. 226 or 227 . We want our valued customers
to be informed about their water utili+ If you want to
lcarn mote, please attend any of our regularly scl.reduled

meetings. They are held on the second Wednesday of each
month at 6:00 p.m. in the council chambers at Sparta Citl'
Hall-

Sparta Waler Utility routinely monitors for constitucnts
in your drinking rvater according to Federal and Statc
laws, Tlie table shorvs the result of our rnonitoring for the
period of January I to f)ecember 3I,2015. All drinking
watcr, including botrled drinking u'ater, rnay be reasonably
expected to contain at least small amounts of some
constituents. It's irllportant to remember that tlte presence
of these constituents does not necessarily pose a health
risk.

In this table you r.r'ill find tnany te rms and abbreviations
you nright not be familiar with. 'Io help you better
understand these tenns, n'e've provided the following
definitions;

Non-Detects (ND): laboratory analysis inciicates that
the constituent is not present.

Parts per million (ppm) or Milligrams per liter
(mg/l): one part per million corresponds to one minute
in t\^'o )'ears or a single penny in $10,000.

Parts per billion (ppb) or Micrograms per liter: one
part per billion corresponds to one minute in 2,000 years,
or a single penny in $ 10,000,000.

Action Level: the concentration ofa contaminantwhich,
if exceeded, triggers treatment or other rcquirements
which a water systen must follow

Tr€atment Technique ( fT): (mandatory language) A
treatment technique is a rcquired process intended to
reduce the level of a contaminant in drinking water.

Maximurn Containrnent Level: (mandatorylanguage)
The "Maximum Allor/ed" (MCL) is the highest level of
a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water. MCLs
are set as close to tlre MCLGs as feasible usilrg the best
available treatmcnt technology.

Maximum Containment Level Goal: (mandatory
language) The "Goal" (MCLG) is the level of a

contarninant in drinking water below which thcrc is no
known or cxpected risk to liealth. MCLGs allow for a

margin of safety.



PWS ID 64202974 SPARTA WATERWORKS FOR 2015
Inorganic Contaminants

* Systcms €xceedjng a lead and/orcoppcr action level rnust tak€ actions to reduce lead and/or coppcr in the drinkrng watcr. The lcad and cooper values
reprtscnt lhe 90th percentilc of all conrpliance sanrples collected. lfyou want infornation oD Lhe number of sitcs o; the aclions taken to reiiuce thcse
lcvcls, plccsc corrt.rct your walcr rufpl) ,'perator.

Rad ioactive Contaminants

Disinfection By-Products

Contaminant (units) MCL MCLG Level Found Range Date of Sample
(lf prior to 201 5)

Violation Typical Source of Contaminant

ANTIMONY TOTAL
(ppb)

6 6 0.5 0-0.5 3118120t4 NO
Discbarge fruur pctrohum re ncflcs;
6rc rctardants; ceramicsj elcctronicsj
soldcr

ARSENIC (ppb) t0 nla 2 o2 3118/2014 NO
Erosion of r)alural dcposits; RUnoll
from orchards; Runoff frorn glass

and electronics produclion rl'astcs

COPPER (ppm) AL=1.3 1.3 0.5000
0 of 20 results

6/4/20) 4 NO
Corrosion of household plumbing
systcms; Erosion oI natural deposl lsi

Leaching frorn rvood prescrvaliols

BARIUM (ppm) 2 2 0.047 0.009-0.047 3/18/2014 NO
Discharge of drilling wastcs'

Discharge frorn rnelal refincricsi
Erosion of natural dcposits

FLUORIDE (ppm) 4 4 0.9 0.1-0.9 3/18/2014 NO
Erosior of nahral dcposils; Watcr
additl'c $'hich promotcs strong
te€lh; Discharge fronr fcrtiltzcr and

aluminu factories

LEAD (ppb) AI--15 0 2.69 0 of 20 resulls 6/4/20t4 NO Corrosion of household plumhinj
syslems; Erosion of nitural deposits

MERCURY (ppb) 2 2 0.2 0.0 0.2 1118120t4 NO

Brosion of Datural dcposils;
Discharge fronr refineries aud

factories; RunolI fro:l landfillst
Runofffrom cropland

NITRATE (NO3.N)
(pp,',)

10 l0 7.24 0.00 7.86 NO Runoff from fertilizcr usc; l.eaching
from scptjc lsnks, seNage;DrosioD of
natural deposiis

SELENIUM (ppb) 50 50 0-1 311812014 NO Discharge from petroleum and

rnetal refincricsl Erosion of natural
dcposits; Discharge fiom mincs

SODIUM(ppm) N/A N/A I l.l0 4.01- l l,l0 3l18l20t4 NO N/A

Contaminant (units) MCL MCLG Level Found Range Date of Sample
(lf ptiot to 201 5)

Violation Typical Source of Contaminant

CxOSS IIPln\. EiCL I & U (pC'rl) l5 0 3.8 2.5- 3.8 3/18/20r4 NO Erosion of natural deposits
iIROSS ALPI IA, INCI-. R&U (r)/a) N/A N/A 3.8 2.5 3.8 3 tr8t20 t 4 NO Erosion of natural deposits
LADIULI, (226+228)(tCVl) 5 0 5.2 o.s 5.2 31t812014 NO Erosion of uatural clcposits

Contaminant (units) SITE MCL MCLG Level Found Range Date of sample
(lf prior to 201 5)

Violation Typical Source of Contaminant

uAAs (ppb) D-19 50 60 2 2 NO By-product of drinkjng
water chlorlnatron

TrHM (ppb) D-21 80 0 1.3 3.3 NO By uroduct oldrinkinp' ri.rter chlorirration '
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Radioactive Contaminants
Alphs enitters

Certain miDcrals are radioactive and
may emit a fornr of radiation known as

alpha radiation. Some people rvho drirk
$'aLer containing alpha einitters ir exccss

of the MCL oyer rnany years may lrave an

incrcased risk ofgetting cancer.
lnorganic Contaminants
Copper

Copper is an essential llutrient, buf some
people rvho drink water containing coppcr'
in excess of the action level over a relatively
shorl anrounl of time corrld cxpcricncc
gastroilltestilral distress, or suffer liver or
kidneydamage. People with Wilsont Diseasc
should consult their personal doctor.
l-luofidc

Sorne people who drink waler containing
fluoride iu excess o[ the MCL over urany
ycars coulJ gct bouc diseasc, ircluding pain
and tenderness of the botcs. Children may
gel mottlcd tceth.
Leatl

If present, elevated levels of lead can
cause serious health problems, especially
for pregnant wonren and young children.
Lead in drirking u'a[er is primariJy from
materials and components associated with
service ljnes and home plumbing. Sparta
Waterworks is responsible for provicling
high quality ddnking watet but cannot
control the varjety of materials used in
plumbing components. When your water
has been siling lor several hours, you can
lnillilnize the potenlial for lcad exposure
by flushing your tap for 30 seconds [o 2

minutes before using water for drinking or
cooking. Ifyou are concerDed about lead il
your water, you rnay lrish to have your water
lcstcd. Informatior ol1 lead in driukiDg
watet testing methods, and stcps you can
takc to miDimizc exposure is available flonl
the Safe Dr inking \Vater llotline or at www.
cpa.gov/safewater/lcad.
Nitrate

Infants below the agc of six months who
drink rvater contaiDing nitrate in excess of
the MCL could becone seriously ill, and
i[ untreated, may die. Syn]ptoms include
shorlness ofbrcath and blue-baby syndrome.
hfoftlstiofl on Mo,titoring for Cryptospo .liu
and Rqdon

Our water systeln did noL monitor our
$'ater for cryptosporidium or radon during
2015. We are not rcquired by State or Fcdcral
driDking i\.ater regulations to do so.

What does th I S mean?
The sources of drinking water, both tap rvater and bottled \tatii;'

iirclude rivers, lakes, stlearls, ponds, reservoirs, springs and wells. As
water travels over the surface of the larrd or through the ground, it
dissOGs naturally occuiring ririiierals' ancl, in sorne iases, ri liou.tiu"
matcrial, and can pick up substanccs rcsulting frorn (he prcsence of
animals or froln hurnan
activity.

Contaminants that rnay
be present in source water

. ,. .. ::j

include:- ,

.r Microbial
such as vi

contaminants,l ,.

rubes and ..i

;
,|1

.1

.i,; bacteria; which ma)r , :
comb frorir sewag" , 

,

' . trealmeht planti, septic , 1

systems,agricultrral,'
liveitock qperitions and
wildlife. .,

,..:tt

lC COn rnan ri

rrj.
salts dn

metalq rvhich can be
natur or.r6sultfiaim irrban stdim water runo
industfial or domestic,

. Pesticides and hcrbicide3, which may come fronr a variety , i ,:r:,:a

of sourced.such ai'agiiculture, urban storm water runoffairdl ' , : i;i
res dentia use

org34r chemlcal m1nants lnclud ln qyntheti nd voIat i1

organlc ch m ial rvhich are li roduc1s of 1ndustrial Pro es

d ro um ct o1.1 d ls com fron1 ga ati
urb a .st r n wate ru of nd 9piic systems
Radi actrve contam1ll ants, wh .h can be naturallv occurrTg or b
ihe resul t of oil al'Id gas product on and m tiV1ti
Irr or er 1o ensur that it wate fe drink, EPA pre crib
gulations that lnl1 h f ert tamin ants tet

proYided v Pulili water sys!enls
Mo tn formarion bout c ntamrnants and Potential hedlth effects

an obtaiiled b calii th Envi ronment Prot ction Agen9ys Safe
D kin vvater H tline at 1 80 42 79

MCLs are et ver str nge t-lt:' level To understalld ih p sibl
h alrh effe ct de rib d for rna!)I ulated co l1Stitue Per on
would n e tnk 2 litdrs wa vef dav at th MCL eve fo

1ife me f h d
he th efect

h
dr

e a one 1n mi1 o chance o avln the escrl ed
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Some people may be more vulnerable
to contaminants in drinking water
than the general population. Immuno-
compromised persons such as persolls
with cancer undergoing chemotherapy,
persons who have undergone organ
transpiants, people with HIV/AIDS or
other immune systern disorders, some
elderly, and. infants can be particularly
at risk from infections. flese people
should seek advice about drinking
water from their health care providers.
EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate
means
to lessen the risk of infection by cryptosporidium and other microbiological
contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Flotline (l-800-426-4791).

Please call our office at (60S) 269-4340 Ext. 226 or 227 if you have questions. We
will not be mailing this report to customers however it is available at City Hall upon
request.

We at the Sparta Water Utility work very hard to provide top quality water to every
tap. We ask that all our customers help us protect our water sources, which are the
heart of our community, our way of life, and our childrent future.

This notice will not be indivi mefs


