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CONTACT INFORMATION:
For additional information regarding the 
City of Sparta Community Development 
Block Grant Program Contact:

Jennifer Lydon, CDBG Coordinator

201 W Oak Street
Sparta, Wisconsin 54656

Telephone: (608) 269-4340 x 241

cdbg@spartawisconsin.org
Sue Koehn, Program Administrator
MSA Professional Services
201 Corporate Drive
Beaver Dam, WI  53916
Telephone:  1-800-552-6330
skoehn@msa-ps.com 
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PROGRAM DESCRIPTION:
The City of Sparta has a Community Development Block Grant for Housing Rehabilitation.  The funds will be loaned at 0% interest to eligible households for home repairs.  Applications are accepted on a first come first serve basis.  There is no cost to fill out an application and all information submitted is strictly confidential. The program is administered by MSA Professional Services.
ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS:
· To be eligible for a rehabilitation loan, an applicant must be an owner/occupant of the dwelling.
· The applicant’s income shall represent 80% or below the Monroe County income levels.
	Household

Size
	Gross

Income

Limit
	Household

Size
	Gross

Income

Limit

	1
	$38,000
	5
	$58,600

	2
	$43,400
	6
	$62,950

	3
	$48,850
	7
	$67,300

	4
	$54,250
	8
	$71,650


ELIGIBLE WORK ACTIVITIES:
· Adapting residence for use of a handicapped person.

· The rehabilitation; removal or replacement of elements of the dwelling structure, including foundation, floors, walls, roof, basic equipment (furnace, water heater, electrical and sanitary fixtures); and other improvements, such as, insulation and siding. 
INELIGIBLE WORK ACTIVITIES:
· New construction, expansion of size of the structure or the finishing of unfinished spaces, except as required for eliminating overcrowding.

· Materials, fixtures, equipment or landscaping of a type or quality which exceeds that customarily used in similar properties. 

· Appliances or home furnishings.

BIDDING AND CONTRACTING:
· Bids must be obtained from contractors with the appropriate licenses, insurance and certifications.  ALL rehabilitation that is done with CDBG funds must comply with state and federal lead and asbestos removal requirements. If there is evidence of lead and/or asbestos only certified renovators will be able to perform the work.
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE:
These funds will be lent to eligible households for home repairs.  The loan is a 0% interest, deferred payment loan – you do not pay it back until you sell the house or no longer live there.  After 30 years, your loan will be reviewed with the possibility of extending it for another 30 years.  

APPLICATION PROCEDURES:
· Contact the City of Sparta, at 201 W Oak Street or call (608) 269-4340, Ext. 241 to obtain an application.
· You may also contact MSA Professional Services directly at 1-800-552-6330 or skoehn@msa-ps.com for an application.  
· Once the application is complete, MSA Professional Services staff will make a determination regarding funding.

· Upon approval by MSA Professional Services, the applicant will be notified.
SAFETY REMINDERS:

· All homes which are rehabilitated using CDBG funds MUST have an adequate number of functioning, properly placed smoke detectors.  The purchase and installation of smoke detectors is an eligible CDBG expense.

· Lead exposure in young children can cause reduced IQ and attention span, learning disabilities, developmental delays and a range of other health and behavioral effects. Most exposures occur in homes built before 1978, where lead-based paint has deteriorated because of deferred maintenance or where lead hazards have been created through renovation done with using lead-safe work practices. 

· Asbestos is a fibrous mineral that was widely used in houses until the 1970s; hence, its danger lurks in old house remodeling projects. According to the EPA, it can be found around the home in various places – roofing and siding shingles, insulation, vermiculite insulation, textured paint, patching compounds and vinyl flooring.  Inhaling asbestos fibers can cause lung cancer, mesothelioma and lung disease. 
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