
CITY OF SPARTA 
FINANCE AGENDA 

April 7, 2021 
 

    

CITY HALL         6:00 P.M. 
 
 

1. Call Meeting to Order 
 

2. Consent Agenda:  Consisting of minutes of the regular meeting on  
March 3, 2021.   

 
3. Consideration of Reimbursement of Funds to Barb Marnach due to a 

plugged sewer for property located at 208 N K Street. 
 
4. Consideration of Tourism Funds 

Sparta Area Chamber of Commerce - $600.00 for Old Soul Society 
Sparta Area Chamber of Commerce - $600.00 for Home Grown Tomatoes 
Sparta Area Chamber of Commerce - $1500.00 for New Piano Guys 
All of these are for the Concerts in the Park 
 

5. Consideration of Request for Proposal (RFP) for Sparta Police Station 
located at 121 E. Oak Street 
 

6. Items for Future Consideration 
 

7. Adjourn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A possible quorum of the Common Council may be in attendance at this meeting but no action will be 
taken by the Council. 

 
Posted: 4-5-2021 



CITY OF SPARTA 
FINANCE MINUTES 

March 3, 2021 
 

THIS MEETING WAS HELD IN THE COUNCIL ROOM FOR MEMBERS  
AND VIA PHONE CONFERENCE FOR THE PUBLIC. 

 
PRESENT:  Kevin Riley, Norm Stanek, Josh Lydon  
ABSENT:  None 
ALSO PRESENT:  Mark Sund, Todd Fahning, John Sund, Matthew Hoffland, 
Booker Ferguson 
 
Kevin Riley called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
A motion was made by Josh Lydon and seconded by Norm Stanek to approve the 
Consent Agenda consisting of the minutes of the regular meeting of February 3, 
2021.  Motion carried 3-0. 
 
Todd Fahning, Booker Ferguson, Mark Van Wormer and Jager Mitchell met to discuss 
problems with our City’s computer system with our current vendor.  We have been with 
Coulee Tech since 2014 and the City is experiencing some growing pains with our 
current technology.  When our system goes down, which is happening more often, it 
can cause catastrophic situations.  We have to wait a long time for any response from 
them, and I think we have outgrown the company.  We toured Locknet, an EOJohnson 
company located in Onalaska and received some information from them.   Now is the 
time to do a switch as the City is getting larger, technology is more advanced and we 
are preparing to add more terminals in the new Police Department.  We are 
recommending as a team to do a switch.  The City is too small for an IT person and too 
big to add a part-time IT person.  The staff will be trained also on ransomware which 
has become more common.  The Police Department will house the equipment which 
would include one server, a second server as a backup and then there will be a third 
server offsite.  We are not sure yet on the number of firewalls to be installed.  The costs 
for these services will now include the sewer and water departments paying for their 
portion.  A motion was made by Norm Stanek and seconded by Josh Lydon to go 
ahead with Locknet IT Services.  Motion carried 3-0. 
  
Items for future consideration were: 
Decision on levy limit increase 
 
A motion was made by Josh Lydon and seconded by Norm Stanek to adjourn at 
6:14 p.m.  Motion carried 3-0. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Julie Hanson, 
City Clerk 



iulie hanson

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dale Passehl <WWTP@spartawisconsin.onmicrosoft com>

Thursday, April '1,2021 1125 AM
julie hanson
RE: Barb Marnach

Yes,

This street is a 10in clay main that tunnels like a roller coaster and was rattled with extremely large roots throuShout the

main. The main sections were 2-3 feet long for about 220feet. lt took us 5-6 days of root cutting to get through the

whole main. lt's clean now. Mark mentioned that that road is in need of work, so at this point no lining would be

necessary. The quick lock repairs that we can do is not cost effective as it would require way too many sections. About

20. We will put it on a monthly jetting to keep an eye on it until road repairs occur.
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April 1, 2021 

 

To Whom This May Concern: 

I am told that there is tourism money available as a match program through the city.  I would like to ask 

for some of this money for a few different items if possible. 

First and foremost, one of the chamber’s goals is to attract young professionals to our area.  Local 

entertainment and cultural events are an important part of this effort and the lineup that we have in 

place, we feel, will attract a crowd and will appeal to a wide variety of musical tastes. The concert series 

has become a staple for summer entertainment in our community and for 2021, we are pulling out all 

the stops. 

I am asking for the June 9 concert of Old Soul Society, $600.  They are a group of Wisconsinites that are 

rooted in Americana with branches into folk, rock, soul, roots, blues, and more.  Their focus on the craft 

of songwriting is displayed in the rich, textured musical layers they create to underscore the 

introspective, honest and heartfelt lyrics.  With over 6,000 followers on Facebook alone, they will draw a 

crowd from as far away as Baraboo.   

I am requesting the amount of $600 for the band, Home Grown Tomatoes.  HGT is a seasoned, 

professional variety band with a musical repertoire guaranteed to please all ages, from eight to 

eighty! HGT's diverse repertoire includes top 40 favorites, Classic Rock and Country as well as pop 

tunes from the 50's and 60's & 70's. As a Variety Band they also play Waltzes, Polkas, and all sorts of 

Jazz tunes-musical genres that many in our community enjoy.  They are coming from all over the state, 

but their home base is Eau Claire, and once people hear they are coming to Sparta, they are sure to 

follow.   

This year’s concert series is full of new acts, and our headliner is the New Piano Guys-A Dueling Piano 

Act.  These guys are coming from De Pere, WI and are going to put on a show that Sparta has never seen 

before at the concert series.  They collect donations for the songs that are played, but also have a show 

that they will perform.  With donations that are collected, the chamber will donate back to a local not-

for-profit.  For this awesome event, the chamber is asking for $1500.   

 

 



I realize that you may be asking why…?  Doesn’t the chamber fundraise for this event?  We do, but, if we 

can work with the city in securing some of the funds needed to pay for these fabulous acts, it would be 

most appreciated.  After the year that we have all had I am looking to bring some fun and excitement to 

Sparta.  These concerts are free every week and people come from all over just to see them.  Now, with 

the virtual aspect, people can stay home and dance from their couches or lounge chairs.  One band had 

over 50 people streaming the concert and the best part is the farthest away spectator was from 

Washington!   

Either way, the concert series will happen with donations and sponsorships from our local businesses, 

but I am hoping with the city’s match program, we are able to breathe a little easier when it comes to 

the money portion of the event.  Thank you for your time! 

 



CITY OF SPARIA
Todd R. Fahning
City Administratorl Director of Community Development
201 West Oak Street
Sparta, WI 54656
(608) 269-4344 ExL232

Bicycling Capital of America

Dear interested party,

The City of Sparta is requesting proposals for the sale and proposed use of the Sparta Police
Station located at 121E. Oak Street.

This Request for Proposal is intended to solicit offers for real property described and depicted in
the attached Exhibit A ("Property") the Property is owned by the City; it will be vacated during
September 2021. However, an earlier date may be available depending upon the completion of
the new Police Station currently under construction.

The City's goal is to sell the building to a firm who will add value and compatibility with our
existing historic downtown. In addition, the plan for the building must be achievable given local,
state, and federal law governing any proposed prolect.

This building will be sold "as-is." The City specifically makes no representations regarding
environmental issues, building structural or mechanical matters.

lf interested, we ask that you submit a proposal for our review. To confirm your interest, a
representative must attend the scheduled interest tour on June 14,2021 at 3:00PM.

Sincerely,

Todd R. Fahning
City of Sparta
bldg@spartawisconsi n. org



Other Information 
 
Proposers may submit any other information that is not described in this RFP that 
would be beneficial to the City. If in the proposer’s opinion the City has overlooked 
anything material or relevant, such item(s) may be brought to the City’s attention and 
be included in the proposal. 
 
 

 

Incurred Costs 
 
The City is not responsible for any costs incurred by the proposer in the preparation of the 
proposal or for any other cost to the proposer associated with responding to the RFP. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Section 1 – Terms and Conditions 
 

1. The City reserves the right to accept or reject any or all proposals or portions thereof 
without stated cause.  The City of Sparta reserves the right to reject any or all proposals, 
to waive formalities, to waive technical defects, to negotiate separately in any manner 
necessary, and to accept the proposal which appears to be in the best interest of the City. 
All proposals must arrive by the due date in order to be considered. 

 
2. The City reserves the right to re-issue any requests for proposals. 
 
3. Upon the selection of a finalist proposer, the City, by its proper officials, employees, or 

agents, shall attempt to negotiate and reach a final agreement with the proposer. If the 
City, for any reason, is unable to reach a final agreement with the proposer; the City 
reserves the right to reject such proposer and negotiate a final agreement with the 
proposer who has the next most viable proposal. The City may also elect to reject all 
proposals and re-issue a request for proposals. 

 
4. Clarification of proposals: The City reserves the right to obtain clarification of any point in a 

proposer’s proposal or obtain additional information. 
 
5. The City is not bound to accept the proposal with the highest purchase price. The City has 

established multiple evaluation criteria to evaluate the proposals received  
 

6. The City reserves the right to waive any formalities, defects, or irregularities in any 
proposal, response, and/or submittal where the acceptance, rejection, or waiving of such is 
in the best interest of the City. 

 
7. The City reserves the right to disqualify any proposal, before or after opening, upon 

evidence of collusion, intent to defraud, or any other illegal practice on the part of the 
proposer. 

 
8. The proposer agrees to the fullest extent permitted by law, to indemnify, defend and hold 

harmless, the City, and its agents, officers and employees, from and against all loss or 
expense including costs and attorney fees by reason of liability for damages including suits 
at law or in equity, caused by any wrongful, intentional, or negligent act or omission of the 
proposer, or its (their) agents and/or subcontractors which may arise out of or connected 
with activities covered by this project. 

 
9. The selected proposer shall not subcontract or assign any interest in the project and shall 

not transfer any interest in the same without prior written consent of the City. 
 
10. No reports, information, or data given to or prepared by the firm under contract shall be 

made available to any individual or organization by the firm without the prior written approval 
of the City. 

 
11. Should the selected proposer merge or be purchased by another individual or firm, project 

continuation would be at the City’s option. 
 

 



 

12. The attached proposal is signed by the bidder with full knowledge of an agreement with the 
general specifications, conditions and requirements of this Bid.  Bids received later than the 
date and time specified shall not be considered. Amendments to or withdrawals of Bids 
received later than the date and time set for Bid opening shall not be considered. 

 
13. The City of Sparta may make such investigation as deemed necessary to determine the 

ability of the bidder to fulfill the purchase requirements requested in this RFP. The bidder 
shall furnish the City with all such information and data as may be required for this 
purpose.  

 
14.  Specifications cannot be modified by anyone other than the assigned agent for the City of 

Sparta Administration. 
 
15. Non-Collusion: The bidder shall certify that its officers, partners, owners, providers, 

representatives, employees and parties in interest, including the affiant, has not in any 
way colluded, conspired, connived or agreed, directly or indirectly, with any other bidder, 
potential bidder, firm or person in connection with this solicitation, to submit a collusive or 
sham bid, to refrain from bidding, to manipulate or ascertain the price(s) of other bidders 
or potential bidders, or to secure through any unlawful act an advantage over other 
bidders or the City. The prices submitted herein have been arrived at in an entirely 
independent and lawful manner by the bidder without consultation with other bidders or 
potential bidders or foreknowledge of the prices to be submitted in response to this 
solicitation by other bidders or potential bidders on the part of the bidder, its officers, 
partners, owners, providers, representatives, employees or parties in interest including the 
undersigned bidder. 

 
16. Conflict of Interest: The bidder, and each person signing on behalf of the bidder, certifies, 

and in the case of a sole proprietorship, partnership or corporation, each party thereto 
certifies as to its own organization, under penalty of perjury, that to the best of their 
knowledge and belief, no member of the City of Sparta, has a direct or indirect financial 
interest in the award of this bid, or in the services to which the Bid, or in the services to 
which this Bid relates, or in any of the profits, real or potential thereof. 

 

  



Section 2 – Proposed use of the Property 
 

The City of Sparta has a community interest in the proposed use of the Police Department 
property. The City, to the extent practical, will attempt to honor the desires of area property 
owners with regard to compatibility and contribution to the surrounding area and historic 
downtown. 

 
1. Proposers shall provide a detailed description of their vision regarding the use of the 

Property and how the vision and proposed use will enhance, blend in, and strengthen the 
downtown and greater community. 
 

2. The Property is currently zoned B-1 Downtown Business.  You may contact the City 
Administrator, Todd Fahning at 608-269-4340, ext. 232,  bldg@spartawisconsin.org for 
more information on use.   

 
3. Proposers shall provide a timeline regarding the proposed redevelopment of the Property. 

The timeline shall start with the City’s acceptance of a proposal and end with the 
completion and occupancy of the proposed use of the Property. 

 
4. The City will be selling the Property “as is”. All items and equipment not attached to the 

structure will be removed. Proposers shall describe their expectations (if any) of the City 
upon transfer of ownership. The City specifically makes no representations regarding 
environmental issues, including, but not limited to, the presence of asbestos, lead and 
other environmental contaminates. 

 

mailto:bldg@spartawisconsin.org


Property
121 E. Oak St

Exhibit "A"
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