
CITY OF SPARTA 
FINANCE AGENDA 

June 9, 2021 
 

    

CITY HALL         6:00 P.M. 
 
 

1. Call Meeting to Order 
 

2. Consent Agenda:  Consisting of minutes of the regular meeting on  
May 5, 2021.   

 
3. Consideration of Tourism Funds 

 
Reinhard Mueller for dumpster screen behind Mueller Square –  
     Total Cost Estimate is $3500.00 
 

4. Consideration of Payment to Katie Cook for Injury 
 

5. Consideration of Refinancing Hockey Rink Loan 
 
6. Consideration of Exceeding Levy Limit for 2022. 
 
7. Discussion/Consideration of Proposals for Old Police Department 
 
8. Items for Future Consideration 

 
9. Adjourn 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A possible quorum of the Common Council may be in attendance at this meeting but no action will be 
taken by the Council. 

 
Posted: 6-8-2021 



CITY OF SPARTA 
FINANCE MINUTES 

May 5, 2021 
 

PRESENT:  Kevin Riley, Josh Lydon, Matthew Hoffland  
ABSENT:  None 
ALSO PRESENT:  Mark Sund, Todd Fahning, Jennifer Simunich from Boys & Girls 
Club, Emilee Nottestad 
 
Kevin Riley called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
A motion was made by Josh Lydon and seconded by Matthew Hoffland to 
approve the Consent Agenda consisting of the minutes of the regular meeting of 
April 7, 2021.  Motion carried 3-0. 
 
A request from the Tourism Fund has been presented from the Boys and Girls Club in 
the amount of $1,000.00 to help with the 21st Annual Stampede.  They have sponsors to 
match the funds from this request.  A motion was made by Matthew Hoffland and 
seconded by Josh Lydon to approve the request of $1,000.00 from the City’s 
tourism fund for their 21st annual stampede.  Motion carried 3-0. 
 
Emilee Nottestad, Leah Hauser, Dr. Van Duren and Mark Sund met to discuss a 
possible partnership with consideration to crossing guards.  The current wage for a 
crossing guard is $11.50 an hour and is being recommended for an increase to $15.00 
an hour.  There is a possibility that the assistants at school might be interested in taking 
on a crossing guard position since they are already at school and they may be 
interested in the extra money.  Currently, if a crossing guard calls in that they can’t work 
their intersection, an officer of the police department, if available, would step in or that 
particular intersection goes unguarded.  A motion was made by Josh Lydon and 
seconded by Matthew Hoffland to increase the pay for a crossing guard from 
$11.50/hr. to $15.00/hr.  Motion carried 3-0. 
 
Mark has been researching ways to lowering the levy limit for 2022 as there has not 
been any new construction or new subdivisions developed in the City to raise revenue.   
One option would be to have a referendum on the ballot next year, but that would not 
take effect until 2023.  Another option would be to add a charge of $12.00 to $15.00 on 
the water bill quarterly to help with revenue.  This option would get out to more people 
and would help expand the tax base to lower the levy.  The Committee asked Mark to 
explore the water bill version and bring back to next month’s meeting.   
 
There were no items for future consideration. 
 
A motion was made by Josh Lydon and seconded by Matthew Hoffland to adjourn 
at 6:29 p.m.  Motion carried 3-0. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Julie Hanson, City Clerk 



julie hanson

Good morning Julie.

Thank your for the invitation to the finance committee meeting. My request is as follows:

The design of the screen is essentially a field stone column at each corner of a concrete pad that is
rectangular. Each column will have a cap and the columns will be of a size that replicates the new
Police Station sign being built. The screen size will accommodate two dumpsters of the wheeled 2
cubic yard variety and one upright recycle can. Three sides will receive wood panels and the north
side facing the parking lot will be open. Doors were decided against for reasons of convenience and
maintenance. The east-west dimension will be greater than the north-south dimension, making for a
fifth post in the center of this span. The height of the columns above the pad is 72 inches or six
feet. Added to this is the column cap of roughly four inches making for an overall height of 78 inches
above the prevailing asphalt elevation.

Construction materials for the dumpster screen in Mueller Square serving the dumpsters that have
congregated in this area, namely two plus one recycle bin that are unsightly to patrons of the
park. Materials and associated costs are as follows:

From:
Sent:
lo:
Subject:

Concrete for base
Concrete block&mortar
Concrete Column Caps
Veneer Stone
Wood screening

reinhard mueller <reinhard_mueller@yahoo,com>

Friday, June 4, 2021 8:40 AM
julie hanson
Re: ltem for Next Park Board

3 yards
90 each
5 each
5 columns
4 panels

$350.00
$250.00
$400.00
$2000.00
$500.00

Total construction estimate $3500.00

Whatever porlion is not funded will be donated by parties interested in the betterment of the Market
area. Labor is donated.

Thank you for your consideration

Reinhard Mueller

I will send a sketch separately
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iulie hanson

From:
Sent:
To:

Brad Gilbenson
Wednesday, June 2,2021 9:25 AM
'Katie Cook'; julie hanson
RE: Amundson Park lncidentSubject:

Katie - ljust wanted to let you know that this will be on the finance agenda for the June gth meeting at 6:00pm at City
Ha ll. I was asked to get a copy of the $1000 medical expenses and if possible, we would appreciate to have the copies of
the expenses prior to the meeting to have available for the finance members.

I have copied our City Clerk, Julie Hanson to this email as she prepares all the agendas for the meetings. The meetings
are open to the public and you and your family are welcome to attend.

Tha nk you,

Brad Gilbertson C.T.R.S., A.F.O., C.P.S.l

Parks and Recreation Director

City of Sparta

608-269-6322
parkdir@spartawisconsin.org

---Original Message---
From: Katie Cook Imailto:katiecookl011@Email.com]
Sent: Monday, May 10, 2021 9:00 AM
To: Brad Gilbertson <parkdir@spartawisconsin.org>

Subject: Amundson Park lncident

Hello Brad,

My name is Katie Cook and on March 19th I was walking in the Amundson Park in Sparta with my boys. My son, Finley

Cook, stepped into a small animal trap and had a trap stuck on his foot that needed the assistance from the Sparta Mayo

ER to have it removed. After talking with the Sparta police and the Monroe game warden the trapper got permission

from the Sparta Park and Rec department. I just got off the phone from Matt, Bame warden, and he indicated that the
permission didn't come from you but one of your stafl didn't know the name.

lam upset and a little concerned that something like this could happen in a public park. ln addition, with the need of
emergency services now we are left with a 51000 medical bill. I am wondering if the park and rec department could

assist with part of the medical bill?
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MAYO
CLINIC ,0200 First Street SW

Rochester, MN 55905
Pay Your Bill Online

Go to quickbillpay.mayoclinic.org
Enter your last name and Guarantor lD or Visit #W

ffi
n Check box if your address has

changed and update on back.

Katie S. Cook
N8962 State Road 162
Mindoro Wl 54644-9312

I'rl'rl'tl,trillilr,ltl,il,h,t,,ililllthllrh,rt,rlllllnt",
MAYO CLINIC
PO BOX 790339
sT. LOUIS, MO 63179-0339

008001e1555330517P1,00t]005A8868

Detach and relurn top portion with payment.

Account lnformation
Guarantor lD: 1295553

Statement Dale: O4l 19121

Thank you for vlslting Mayo Clinic,
We look foni/ard to serving you ln the future.

ffi

Account Summary
Additional accpunt details begln on page 2

Balance as of today (o4l'l9l21l

Previous Account Balance

New Services

I nsurance Payments/Adjustments

Amount Paid by You

Other Adjustments

$988.88

$0.00

$1,052.00

$-63.12

$0.00

$0.00

Guarantqr lD Due Date Amount Due Amount Paid

,1295553 051't7t21 $988.88 $

Please make checks payable and remit to

Please pay the current amount due in full.
You can mak6 thls payment through Patient Online Services
(mayoclinic.org/onlineservices) or by calling 1-844-217 -9591

05t17t21

Contact Us
Please call 1-844-217 -9591 Monday through

Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. to pay your bill
or to ask questions about your statement.

For financial assiGtance,
you may contact us or go online to

www.mayoclinic,org/financialassistance

Fatient 0nline $ervices
Go online to pay your bill, sign up for paperless billing,

securely message your health care team,
view your medical records and more.

Need to set up an account?
. Go to wvvw.mayoclinic.org/onlineservices
o Click on "Create your account"
. Complete the online form
o Use your Mayo Clinic Number 13-027 -026
. Use this activation code:

VHBWQ-gKK3X-W3TNT by 05/'1 7/2 1

Download the Mayo Clinic App for your mobile devlces.
More information at www.mayoclinic.org/apps/mayo-clinic

s
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Page 1
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MAYO
CLINIC

qP

H$i$ €
Pay Your Bill Online:
Go to qulckbillpay.mayoclinic,org,
Enter your last name and Guarantor lD

Statement Date Account Name Guarantor lD Due Date Amount Due
04t19t21 Katie S. Cook 1295553 05t17t21 $988.88

Hos ital Services

* indicates the account is on a payment plan

fI

a

I
I
F
I
I

H

Place of Service: MCHS Franciscan Medical Center

Patient: COOK,FINLEy
Visit #: 1066177217

Date of
Service

Patient
Balance

Description Charg€s
Ad ustments

Payments/

o3t19t21

PROFESSIONAL FEES - EMERGENCY ROOM
PROFESSIONAL FEES - RAOIOLOGY . DIAGNOSTIC
RADIOLOGY . GENERAL
Wsconsin Educators Association Adjustments
Your Responsibllity

ER . GENERAL $3S7.00
$390.00

$78.00
$187,00

-$63.12

s988.88

tLE.L\
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Presented by: The Sparta Area Chamber of Commerce 
 

Re-Purposing the Sparta Police 
Department 



The Sparta Area Chamber of Commerce hereby submits its proposal for the acquisition of the soon 
to be former Sparta Police Station, located on East Oak Street in Sparta, WI.  The proposal has been 
duly authorized by the Sparta Area Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors as recorded in the 
minutes of the regular May meeting, held on May 12, 2021. 

The following proposal will present a compelling argument for the purchase of the Sparta Police 
Station from the City of Sparta based on the best and highest use of the property and the benefit 
to the community and the downtown district of Sparta, Wisconsin. 

It may not be known to all who read this that the move of the Chamber to a more central, downtown 
location dates to the previous Executive Director, an initiative articulated with the offer to purchase 
the building now owned and occupied by Jackie Jaeger and KEPS.  When the offer to purchase 
was not accepted, the Chamber of Commerce moved to purchase the building now occupied by 
“A Healthy Touch,” located next to the alley adjoining the Beaver Creek Parkway.  When the parties 
were unable to reach agreeable terms on this building, the effort moved to the former LTS Studio 
located on the corner of North Water Street and West Main Street. 

Each location presented its own nuances of upfront cost, renovation cost, location, and overall 
condition.  By the presentation of these previous deliberate efforts, the earnesty of the Chamber to 
relocate should be clear.  What we will illuminate in this proposal is how this opportunity is the best 
alignment of initial cost, renovation cost, location, and future growth and commerce for the 
community. 

The following proposal will respond to the Request for Proposal (RFP) on the specific requirements 
of: 

▪ Provide a detailed description of our vision regarding the use of the property and how this 
vision and proposed use will enhance, blend in, and strengthen the downtown and greater 
community 

▪ Use that is consistent with the current zoning in which the building stands. 
▪ Provide a timeline from the acceptance of the proposal to the occupancy of the building for 

its intended use detailing key dates and milestones. 
▪ Our expectations of the City of Sparta regarding any expectations we have for the transfer of 

ownership. 

 

We are looking forward to discussing any questions you may have regarding our proposal. 

 

 

Heidi Prestwood     Reinhard Mueller 
Executive Director     President, Board of Directors 
Sparta Area Chamber of Commerce Sparta Area Chamber of Commerce 



 

From This:  

 

 

            To This: 

  



Proposers shall provide a detailed description of their vision regarding the use of the Property and 
how the vision and proposed use will enhance, blend in, and strengthen the downtown and greater 
community.  
 
The vision for occupying the former Police Station finds its roots in the identity of what Sparta’s 
commercial engine really is.  Sparta’s economic climate has changed significantly since the 
inception of the Bike Trail, and ultimately since the Chamber’s move from downtown to the former 
depot in the early 1990’s.  The time has come to end the reliance upon the Bike Trail as the “end 
all” for the success of the redeveloping downtown.  Said another way, the Bike Trail is certainly a 
predominant feature in the Sparta Area, but it must also not be seen as “one feature,” rather, “one 
of many features” in Sparta and the immediate economic zone.  It follows then that the Chamber 
must align itself with a greater representation of the Sparta Business Community, and not be seen 
as the “ticket booth” for the Sparta-Elroy Bicycle Trail. 

The Chamber Office satisfies many roles in the community beyond housing the staff and being a 
central location for information, interpretation, and advice about the surrounding area and its 
business members.  Being the most common and recognizable function in the community for 
business and tourism information, we recognize that this needs to be in the physical heart of the 
community, and not in a fringe location.  In addition to location, a Chamber in a growing community 
such as Sparta needs to fill an expanded role including but not limited to: 

● Promotion and incubation of new business programs such as Co-Starters 
● Introduction of new tourism initiatives such as the exploitation of the significant water 

features and fishing opportunities in the community 
● Support of current attractions and branding, such as bicycle rental along with other 

recreational equipment 
● Space for business gatherings to include ambassador and board meetings. 

In summary, relocating the Chamber to the downtown and into the current Police Station will 
physically communicate and set the tone that the Chamber serves many customers, and that it 
promotes many businesses and tourism destinations.  Yes, the bike trail and our Ben Bikin’ mascot 
and brand will be forever indelible and a part of our Sparta Culture.  While this might be what “gets 
tourists here,” what the Chamber can promote through a new location and culture is what will keep 
tourists here, and anchor business here for the long term. 

Our Vision 
Having established “the reason” for the move, which is admittedly the greatest obstacle in the 
consideration of the next steps for the Chamber, the following details how we intend to execute 
upon our vision for the Chamber to serve the community better, and for it to facilitate emerging 
and small business in the community. 



Curb Appeal 
While the building does not possess the flashy architectural features of a modern visitors and 
convention bureau, it does presently possess the ability to make a visual statement while still 
providing for the mission requirement of the facility.   

 

1. The paved area in front of the three high-bay doors will be softened with more contemporary 

finishes such as paver stones to create an aura of a patio atmosphere.  Other embellishments such 
as café tables and chairs, lawn games, and bike racks will speak to what we are promoting inside 
the high-bay doors. We also envision using low profile railing to encircle the area to provide a 
defined courtyard area. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. We will make generous use of inexpensive yet effective banners to 

bring color and excitement to the front elevation, and to create life through 
wind action on the banners and other eye-catching techniques. 

 

3.The addition of landscape that mirrors the downtown’s Chamber 

purchased hanging baskets and flowerpots will help to soften the 
buildings corners.   

 
 



4. We have included a concept in our rendering that speaks to the “Rails-to-Trails” Heritage.  We 

look to install rails within the patio area, with one rail set leading to each of the three doors, symbolic 
of the three tunnels that attract visitors to this unique “first of its kind” trail system.  
 

 
 

 

5. The high bay will be remodeled to present a modern outfitter experience, offering modern 

displays, and inviting modern finishes that 
speak to the outdoor adventurer.  It will 
also be used to house the Chamber float 
with Ben Bikin’ as its centerpiece, creating 
intrigue with visitors what is arguably one 
of the finer mascots and brands in the 
State. 
 

6. One of the interior embellishments 

we foresee is the addition of rugged 
veneer stone on the west wall of the high 
bay, introducing an outdoor feel in alignment what an outfitter space would look like. 

  



7. The high bay doors will be emblazoned each with one part of our new logo: Peddle, Paddle, 

Fish. 

 
 

8. The high bay reuse will create a clean rectangular footprint, allowing for the reuse of the south 

end of the drive through bay.  In this space, roughly 28 foot deep, and the full width of the third 
bay, we will store the current 5 collapsible Kristkindlmarkt booths along with the planned addition 
of 6 more for the 2021 season.  These 11 booths tightly stacked will occupy 24 feet of the 28 feet 
available.  Support of the Kriskindlmarkt through adjacent storage of the collapsible booths will aid 
the success of this now Chamber of Commerce event during Christmas. 

 

9. The north elevation of the office wing will be fitted with a tasteful, yet significant sign to create 

the feeling of vibrancy and to modernize the simple look of this part of the building.  With the 
addition of new lighting and paint to create a more inviting entrance and by opening the space, we 
should be able to eliminate the former “confined and controlled” look of the police station.  

 
Figure 1. Another "real world" look at the potential of this ideal Chamber site. 



Space Utilization 
1. We envision the main floor, except for the current Chief of Police office, to be remodeled into 

what will become the offices of the Sparta Area Chamber of Commerce.  The available space shall 
be divided for the Chamber and will include a front entrance where merchandise can be sold during 
off-season times, office space for each employee, and a work room.  We would like to utilize the 
plumbing in the area to install either a second restroom for employee use or a kitchenette/break 
room (current interview room label) for staff. 
 

 
 

2. In the corridor across from the current Chief’s office we 

will install a doorway to isolate the Chamber area from the 
upstairs tenant and will also isolate the areas in front of the 
stairs to the upstairs and will make the Chief’s office a 
conference room by adding furniture and a small 
kitchenette easily accessible by all parties that take up 
residency in the building.   
 

3. In this area, we will also install a lockset on the exterior 

door that belongs to the upstairs tenant. Similarly, the front 
or north staircase will be isolated through locking doors 
such that the upstairs space is clearly for tenant use. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4. The basement will be storage for the Chamber. 

 
 

5. The current patrol office area will become the co-starters classroom area. 

 
 
 

6. The third floor will not have any modifications done to it right away so as to leave it open for 

possible tenant’s concept. 

 

 

 

 



Our Own “Diamond in the Rough” 
The Chamber sees enormous potential in the north main rectangular area of the 
garage bay to become an outdoor recreational equipment outfitter, either being the 

enterprise of the chamber, or that of a tenant.  Another concept would be to create a deal with 
either Sparta High School or Western TC to offer credits for the business classes to those that “run” 
this outfitter.  This will capitalize on the short distance to Beaver Creek and a navigable stream for 
kayaks, canoes, and tubes.   

The Concept in Action  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reinhard as “Joe Tourist” taking his 
newly rented kayak for the short walk 
to the Oak Street Bridge launch point, 
or down to the alternate launch point 
just little further down the paved trail.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Putting the 
kayak in the 
water at the 
ready-made 
launch point 
just next to the 
Oak Street 
Bridge over 
Beaver Creek.  

Visitors can enjoy 
an interactive 
kayak experience 
and the 
excitement of 
traversing rapids 
as they get closer 
to the La Crosse 
River.  

The water 
travelling through 
our town is a 
“taken for 
granted” 
resource just 
awaiting a 
purpose and 
promotion. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

The Chamber will also have available fishing poles and equipment, tent and camping supplies, 
roller blades and bikes as well as all safety pieces.  The Chamber will also look at bringing in 
different food options with the utilization of coin operated machines.  The CEO of the Chamber will 
be the overseer of the outfitter and will assess whether the participating students receive their 
credit.   

Heidi, the Chamber’s fearless leader, on the way back from the alternate put in point 
for those visitors looking for more a “float and ride”. For those that want a more 
unobstructed float, the confluence of the Beaver Creek and the La Crosse River is a 
better spot to put in and enjoy. 



 

The Property is currently zoned B-1 Downtown Business. 
The activities proposed for the former Police Station are consistent with the B-1 Zoning indicated. 

 

Proposers shall provide a timeline regarding the proposed redevelopment of the Property. The 
timeline shall start with the City’s acceptance of a proposal and end with the completion and 
occupancy of the proposed use of the Property.  
 
We have included a timeline that commences with the decision point on June 16, 2021, by the 
Sparta Council and concludes with the full occupancy starting on February 1, 2022. 
 

 
 
 
Proposers shall describe their expectations (if any) of the City 
upon transfer of ownership. 
The Chamber of Commerce has minimal expectations of the City of Sparta that include the delivery 
of a good and clear deed to the Chamber, after the acceptance of the purchase price in the amount 
of $1.00.  We will continue to collaborate with the city as we have to achieve a more prosperous 
and cohesive community. 

 

•The City of Sparta decides to sell the Building to the Chamber.June 16, 2021

•Police Department fully vacated and the transaction closes.September 1, 2021

•Renovation loan taken by the Chamber of Commerce closes. October 1, 2021

•Construction begins on the planned renovations of the interior October 15, 2021

•Interior renovations completeJanuary 15, 2022

•Move-in period
January 15 - February 

1, 2022

•Operations begin in the new home of the Sparta Area of CommerceFebruary 1, 2022

•Exterior renovations beginMarch 15, 2022

•Exterior renovations completeMay 1, 2022



 

Offer to Purchase 

 

As duly authorized by its Board of Directors, here come the Executive 

Director and the President of the Board of Directors to make an offer 

to purchase the property and all its improvements located at 121 East 

Oak Street, also known as the location of the Sparta Police 

Department. 

 

The Sparta Area Chamber of Commerce hereby offers the sum of: 

 

$1.00 (One Dollar) 
 

For the property and the contents remaining, in an “as-is” condition 

 

 

Offered this Fourth Day of June, Two Thousand and Twenty-one. 

 

 

 

Heidi Prestwood       Reinhard Mueller 

Executive Director             President 

Sparta Area Chamber of Commerce   Board of Directors 

 



 

 

  

Jeanette Burlingame 
Beau Burlingame 

 p. (414)852-7949 
p. (414)688-7959 

 Burlingame.j@hotmail.com 
Burlingame.b@hotmail.com  
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Executive Summary  

Our Business: 

Sparta Bottling Co. is a production facility/beer hall/cocktail lounge/restaurant/banquet hall/and office. 

Sparta Bottling Co. will house two separate businesses, B3 Bitters Co. and Penny Farthing Soda Co.. Both 

companies will make quality, high end, locally sourced products that are complementary of each other and of 

the greater mission of Sparta Bottling Co. Additional office space on the second floor of the facility will be 

used as affordable mixed use community space for Small local businesses, or as long-term office space for 

established local businesses. 

Our Mission: 

Sparta Bottling Co’s. mission is to bring a large community orientated space to Downtown Sparta. The 

restaurant portion of the business will bring an incredible menu of fine locally sourced foods to a downtown 

that is in much need of a great food option that can accommodate large groups. The weekend enthusiasts will 

flock to our downtown for chance to tour and see the production of small batch craft sodas and bitters. The 

large indoor space and large outdoor space set in an old Police Station will be a huge draw for the people of 

our city and the surrounding areas. Those large spaces and available stage will also give the downtown a much 

needed venue for weddings, concerts, and other private events.  The mixed office space will harbor a creative 

and inclusive environment for people from all demographics. 

Experience: 

Beau and Jeanette have already transformed a historic building into a flourishing business and communal 

gathering place. Their time and efforts have made the Beer Shop not only a local favorite but have also 

garnered the attention of beer enthusiasts and breweries from across the state. Their experience in using 

seasonal ingredients in sodas and beers at home will ensure a good quality product from the start. They also 

have done lots of at home experimenting with the extraction of flavors and medicinal properties from many 

different herbs, flowers, and other various plants.  

Beau and Jeanette have lots of experience running small businesses and working in and managing portions of 

larger companies. Beau is the former Tasting Room and Hospitality Manager for Pearl Street Brewery in La 

Crosse. As the Tasting Room and Hospitality Manager, he oversaw all day-to-day operations in the tasting 

room including supply ordering and management, hiring and training and scheduling staff. As Hospitality 

Manager Beau scheduled, booked, and executed events both big and small, and both inhouse and off-site. His 

current role of Owner/Manager of Beer Shop mirrors those duties along with all other facets of the business 

i.e., HR, payroll, etc. Jeanette is Program Manager for Community Hunger Solutions, a nonprofit food pantry 

that delivers organic produce and dairy to communities in need. She also has experience as Warehouse 

Manager for a local maple farm, B&E’s Trees. Her years of management and coordination skills, especially 

with a luxury item such as bourbon barrel aged syrup, will mirror the needs of Sparta Bottling Co. and its 

subsidiaries. All products being made at the facility would be considered “luxury” items. 
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Description of Business 

Company Ownership and Management: 

Beau will manage all day-to-day operations and administrative duties. A second full time employee 

will also be hired immediately to help with administrative duties and day-to-day operations. A part 

time accountant will be hired to help with the finances and record keeping. As business grows, staff 

will be brought on full time to work at the different entities under the Sparta Bottling Co. umbrella. 

Location: 

The old police station is a great facility for several reasons. Perhaps the best being its shear size 

which allows us to seat many people for food service and allow the building to be rented for large 

weddings, concerts, and events. It has a nice location just a half a block off Water Street, surrounded 

by other historic and beautiful buildings. A public parking lot across the street will also be great for 

accommodating busy weekends. The empty lot on the east side of the building also has potential for 

use once such discussions are had between owners of said properties. The front and back of the 

building also have a generous amount of space for outdoor seating and games and the large garage 

doors will draw a ton of attention once all the doors are changed over to all glass garage doors.  
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The interior will be very 

reminiscent of an old 

German Beer Hall. Opening 

all the doors will give a great 

open-air feel while sun will 

naturally light up and warm 

the building even during 

winter. At night, long family 

style beer hall tables will be 

lit up by large industrial but 

simple chandeliers. The glow 

of Edison style lightbulbs 

with give off a warm feeling 

that will complement the 

wood tables and wood bar. 

In the seating area, but 

fenced off from the public, 

will be our bottling line, 

copper and stainless kettles 

and tanks, and racks of wine 

and whiskey barrels that 

contain our barrel aged 

bitters, all on display for the 

curious minded tourists that 

come for lunch and a chance 

to see and purchase our fine 

products. Against the west 

wall of the garage/beer hall 

will be a stage to 

accommodate live polka for 

our Friday night fish fry’s, 

DJ’s for weddings, or local, 

regional, and national acts to 

come in and perform.   

   

INTERIOR 
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The exterior of the building will stay true to its current design and color scheme. A large mural on the east wall will attract 

patrons and more character to our growing downtown vibe. The current garage doors will be replaced with all glass ones to give 

people passing by a glimpse of the inside. The space outside of the garage doors in the front of the building will be used as a 

large patio for tables with umbrellas. A waist high steel fence decorated with flower baskets will add curb appeal and safety. 

There will also be a large beer garden behind the building. This seating area will have many tables, games and a firepit. It will also 

have a small outdoor bar so people can remain outside and receive faster service. String lights will be span from the building to 

the posts of the 8 foot tall privacy fence that will surround this area. A large gate will be installed in the fence to allow vehicles to 

pick up and deliver goods from our facility. 

EXTERIOR 
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Interior and Exterior Floor plan, Main Level 
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Products and Services: 

 

Sparta Bottling Co. will be a production facility for several unique businesses. Two of the businesses 

will be B3 Bitters Co. and Penny Farthing Soda company. The idea is to also rent our equipment and 

space to other start up beverage and food related companies so that they can bottle, package, store, 

and ship their products.  

 

The bar will be open to the public Thursday-Sunday with a focus on craft cocktails made with 

local/reginal spirits. There will also be a selection of local/reginal craft beers available, along with a 

selection of tried-and-true beer and spirits for the more casual drinker.   

 

The kitchen will be open Friday-Sunday with a short and simple menu for lunch and dinner, 

including a Friday Night Fish Fry. Menu items will be simple and seasonal in nature but high on 

quality and attention to detail. All foods will be sourced as locally as possible.  

 

The large space will be ideal for large private gatherings such as weddings, fundraisers, and corporate 

events. The stage also makes it possible for Downtown Sparta to have a music venue that can draw 

local, regional, and lesser-known national acts. These may be free or ticketed events. 

 

The second-floor office spaces will be rented out for short or long-term occupancy by local 

companies both new and established. Rent prices will be determined on client-to-client basis. Perks 

of renting these offices may include a roof top private lounge area and a small work out room.  
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B3 Bitters Co. is a producer of high quality and small batch bitters. Bitters is not simply that 

brownish red stuff that you dash in to your old fashioned. It’s an extraction of flavors, colors, and 

medicinal properties from a variety of botanicals. Once proper ageing and extraction has occurred, 

they are then blended and bottled. B3’s mission is to make a variety of bitters from native plants and 

experiment with aging some of the product in wine and spirit barrels. This product will be marketed 

and sold to bars, cocktail bars, and restaurants around the state. It will also be used in house by the 

Sparta Bottling Co. kitchen in their food and drink menus.  

 

Open tours and education about the benefits and production of bitters, will be available on 

weekends with special events occurring throughout the year. B3 Bitters will be available to purchase 

at the facility and eventually, in stores. Bitters and its production will attract craft beverage enthusiast 

from all over the state, making Sparta even more of a destination for tourism. 

 

The State of Wisconsin considers the production of bitters and tinctures to be a food related 

endeavor. Which means the launch of B3 much quicker and easier than other alcohol related 

businesses. 
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A Penny Farthing is the name of the big-wheeled bike that we so often use in our city. Penny 

Farthing Soda Co. will make several varieties tonic waters and seasonal sodas that will draw interest 

year-round from fans and foodies alike. Flavors like Blueberry Basil, Habanero Pineapple, Ginger 

Melon, and Citrus Lavender are exciting enough for adults while sweet and delightful enough for 

kids. House made sodas will be sweetened with honey, maple syrup, and sorghum syrup from WI 

farms. The sodas will be for sale on premises and will be used in house as the soda water of choice 

for Sparta Bottling Co.’s kitchen and bar. It will also eventually be available in stores.  

Having a craft soda company in our downtown will draw the attention of craft beverage enthusiasts 

from all over the state. Its also family friendly! Imagine the pride of both children and adults, in 

sharing and drinking the official soda of Sparta. Our hometown soda company will be marketed and 

sold to restaurants, bars, and events within the city and its surrounding area.  

 

 

.  

. 
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In Conclusion 
 

Sparta Bottling Company will bring a large and family friendly space into the heart of downtown. 

Providing us with a simple but unique, farm to table, family style restaurant, an upscale craft cocktail 

bar, a true beer hall, and hometown products being made and distributed, that we as Spartans can be 

proud of.  

It will also draw hundreds, if not thousands, of tourists to our city and more importantly, our 

Historic Downtown, on a monthly basis. Making Sparta Wisconsin a true destination for outdoor 

enthusiasts and foodies alike.  

Also, providing us with a large and unique venue for events both public and private that will make 

great memories for years to come. 

 

 

 

Timeline: 
September 2021: Purchase property/move in. 

October 2021: Begin renting out garage space (short term only) and office space to generate 

income. 

Spring of 2022: Approach bank for loans to begin renovation of the building. 

June 2022: Begin renovations to garage and lower lever. 

April 2023: Sparta Bottling Company opens to the public 


