
 
CITY OF SPARTA 

PUBLIC WORKS AGENDA 
November 15, 2022 

 
 

CITY HALL                     6:00 P.M. 
 
     

1. Call Meeting to Order 
 
2. Consideration of Consent Agenda consisting of:  Minutes from the  

September 6, 2022 Meeting; Director of Public Works Report for October and 
November; Water Utility Operation and Maintenance Report for September and 
October; Waste Water Treatment Plant Report for September and October; and 
monthly bills for the Sanitation, Street and Water Departments for the months of 
September and October. 

 
3. Consideration of Changes to Waste Water Treatment Plant Ordinance in 

Regards to Charges 
 

4. Consideration of Water Department Budget 

5. Consideration of Sanitation Department Budget 

6. Consideration of Crosswalk on South L Street for St. Patrick’s School 

7. Consideration of Discontinuing Truck Parking Area at 1134 S Water Street 

8. Discussion of Parking Restrictions on Hoeschler Drive 

9. Items for Future Consideration 

10. Adjourn 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Possible Quorum of the Common Council may be in attendance at this meeting, but no action  
will be taken by the Council. 

 
  
Posted:  11/10/2022 
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CITY OF SPARTA 
PUBLIC WORKS MINUTES 

September 6, 2022 
 
PRESENT:   Kevin Brueggeman, Bryan Jandt, John Gessner, Paul Geier 
ABSENT: Jim Church, Anthony Boltik, Gordon Dace 
ALSO PRESENT:  Mark Van Wormer, Mark Sund, Dennis Johnson, Todd Hanson, 
Kevin Riley, Ed Hansen, Matthew Hoffland, Ed Lukasek 
 
Kevin Brueggeman called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
A motion was made by Bryan Jandt and seconded by Paul Geier to approve the 
consent agenda consisting of the minutes of the August 2, 2022 meeting; Director 
of Public Works Report for September; Water Utility Operation and Maintenance 
Report for August; Wastewater Treatment Plant Report for August; and monthly 
bills for the Sanitation, Street and Water Departments for the month of August. 
Motion carried 4-0. 
 
With the new garbage and recycling containers being distributed throughout the City, a 
few items need more clear definition in the solid waste ordinance. Clarification was 
introduced on the containers being owned by the contractor, damaged or lost 
containers, items not allowed, placement, snow, and possible citations.  The changes 
simply make the ordinance clearer on these issues. 
 
A motion was made by Bryan Jandt and seconded by John Gessner to approve 
the Solid Waste Ordinance Changes.  Motion carried 4-0 
 
Items for future consideration were: 
 
Mayor Riley asked if a sticker system could be implemented for the large item pick up 
schedule and information for citizens on an extra recycling pick up route. 
 
The work that TDS Telecom is doing throughout the city is leaving ruts, holes and 
debris. Paul Geier suggested a punch list be created as complaints come in. 
 
Paul Geier commented on the work that Gerke Excavating is doing on Water Street in 
front of Morrow Home.  He wanted to make sure the work is to be done correctly.  Todd 
Hanson and Dennis Johnson have been working closely with Gerke to ensure it is done. 
 
Ed Lukasek commented on the added traffic on Avon Road due to the road 
construction.  He is wondering if the DNR could be contacted to cut down the weeds 
and tall grasses that are near the bicycle trail, as it is blocking the view as citizen drive 
that route. 
 
Paul Geier commented on the seal coating on Central Avenue. He states that it is pretty 
rough and was wondering if the street crew could street sweep or run a drag to help 
keep the rocks in place. 
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A motion was made by Bryan Jandt and seconded by Paul Geier to adjourn at 
6:15 p.m.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jennifer Lydon 
City Clerk  



To:  Board of Public Works 
From:  Mark Van Wormer, Director of Public Works 
Date:  November 15, 2022 
Subject: Public Works October/ November Report 
 
 
Airport 
 
     SEH is working on the Airport Layout Plan and Master Plan, which is required to have for 
federal funding of projects at the airport. Working with the State and SEH to utilize grant 
funding for airport improvements including a paving project that is in the design stages.                 
Project Updates 
 
Brooks Subdivision 
   
   The subdivision is essentially complete, working with the DNR to terminate the stormwater permit and 
allow construction of homes to begin.  
                 
John St. Reconstruction 
 
  The design for the project is nearly complete, however due to supply chain limitations of 
piping and other construction materials the project will not be able to proceed this year. The 
project bidding will occur over the late fall and winter and construction will be rescheduled for 
2023. The new infrastructure bill includes funding for projects like this one and I am applying 
for grant funding which could fund a large portion of the project, which could also affect 
scheduling.   
 
 
   
 
Miscellaneous 
                      
   The Street Department is finishing concrete work on sidewalks and stormwater issues. Leaf 
collection is ongoing and will continue as conditions allow. A storm water system culvert which 
had collapsed had to be replaced on Jefferson Avenue near the 1000 block.  



 City of Sparta Water Utility 

Operation and Maintenance Report 
 

September, 2022 

 

In August we pumped 39,733,000 gallons of water compared to 39,843,000 gallons for the same period 
last year. In September we pumped 35,185,000 gallons of water compared to 36,660,000 gallons for the 
same period last year.            
                                                                                                                                                                           
The following is a list of what the Water Utility has been working on during the month of September:  
                                                                              
• Completed the monthly bacti samples. 

• Completed the monthly fluoride sample. 

• Ran standby engines and generators for the monthly tests.  

• A new 2” service was installed for the new Starbucks on the corner of S. Black River St. and Maple 
Ave. The existing 1” service was abandoned and removed from our Water Utility records.  

• We are continuing with work such as: water testing at wells and in the system and Diggers Hotline 
ticket locates etc. 

• Kurita America (formerly Tonka Water) came and inspected our 3 iron filter plants. No major 
issues were found. Filter media, actuator valves, possibly piping and some electrical components 
for scada are recommended to be replaced every 25 years. Since our Well 6 & 7 plant is nearing 
that 25 year mark since it was installed, this plant should be rehabbed in the next few years. I will 
start budgeting some money each year with the intent to rehab this plant in 2026.  

• With all the price increases of many water related items that we purchase at the Water Utility, I 
am proposing a way to help increase our revenue. I would like to revise our bulk water sales 
policy. Here is a little history of bulk water sales. Fees for the Water Utility are set by PSC, so any 
fee changes are not possible without their approval, however one item that we do have some 
flexibility with is how the $40.00 service charge is implemented. In the past, we didn’t sell near as 
much bulk water as we do now. Bulk water sold has increased substantially since Covid-19. With 
people staying home more and entertaining themselves, I believe folks now have bought their 
own pools and are having trucking contractors buy water from us and haul to them. Currently we 
charge a PSC set fee of $40.00 plus water volume of $2.34 per 100 Cubic Ft (748 gallons). Back in 
the day that was a once a month fee, as we sold much less water then. After checking with PSC 
earlier this year, they stated that it is up to the Utility to have a policy in place and treat everyone 
the same. The Utility can charge this $40.00 per load, per day or whatever we choose. With that 
said, this past year we did tweak this policy to $40.00 service charge per day. However, I would 
propose we charge the policy to a $40.00 per load/visit. If the board agrees with this change, I will 
write a letter and send to our routine customers that buy bulk water from us and also put a 
revised fee sheet at the fill station that this will take effect January 1st, 2023.  

• We have been exercising some of our mainline valves throughout the City.  

• The Morrow Home abandoned 2 – 6” services on S. Water St. that were no longer being used.  



• A 4” fire line/water service was installed at Sparta Floral as part of their project.  

• The city-wide fall hydrant flushing is scheduled for the week of October 10th – October 14th.  

• We received a load of chemicals from Hawkins at several well locations throughout the City.  

• We have been raising/lowering and repairing curb boxes as needed.   

• We completed the monthly meter reading route for our large customers.                                   

Todd Hanson 
Superintendent 
Sparta Water Utility  



City of Sparta Water Utility 

Operation and Maintenance Report 

October, 2022 

In October we pumped 38,269,000 gallons of water compared to 36,069,000 gallons for the same period 
last year.             
                                                                                                                                                                           
The following is a list of what the Water Utility has been working on during the month of October: 
 
• Completed the monthly bacti samples.  

 
• Completed monthly fluoride sample.  

 
• Completed quarterly nitrate sample.  

                                                                                                                                                                                          
• Completed quarterly raw water samples at all six wells.      

                                                                               
• Ran standby engines and generators for the monthly tests. 

• We replaced the batteries in out UPS’s (uninterruptible power systems) at all scada locations. This 
is done every year to make sure these units do not fail during a power outage.  

• The Well 9 chemical room reconfiguration & chemical feed system project has started. The 
contractor will be working on this throughout the fall and into early winter with substantial 
completion on or before January 31st, 2023. 

• We completed the city-wide fall hydrant flushing during the week of Oct. 10th - 14th. Some follow-
up maintenance was completed on a couple hydrants. At this time, all are in good working order. 
We are now preparing hydrants for winter by checking for standing water inside the barrel and 
pumping them down, if needed.   

• We are in the process of servicing all our heaters/furnaces at our facilities.  

• I have finalized the Water Utility budget for 2023. Some of the larger expenses will be the John St. 
rehab project, Well 6 & 7 routine maintenance, South & East Tower routine maintenance, Scada 
upgrades & additional surge protection at our facilities.   

• We are working on residential cross connection inspections, routine meter changes and customer 
material inventory in the system. 

• We continue water testing at wells and in the system and Diggers Hotline ticket locates. 
 
• We completed monthly meter reading route for our large customers. 

 
Todd Hanson - Superintendent 
Sparta Water Utility  



CITY OF SPARTA 

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT 

SEPTEMBER  2022 REPORT 

Ed Hansen 

WWTP Superintendent 

 

• Completed August DMR report. 

• Continue to do plant work orders. 

• Continue to do routine jetting. 

• Digester project – hoping to refill south tank first or second week in October and get 

new mixers startups scheduled. 

• Iband lift stations processor went out, lift station is running in back up mode. Waiting on 

new processor to repair.  

• Went to treatment plant in Galesville to look their phosphorus analyzer. 

 

 



CITY OF SPARTA 

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT 

OCTOBER  2022 REPORT 

Ed Hansen 

WWTP Superintendent 

 

• Completed September DMR report. 

• Continue to do plant work orders. 

• Continue to do routine jetting. 

• Digester project  

o Both tanks have been filled. 

o Start up is complete, mixers and recirculation pumps are all up and running. 

o Just a few punch list items for job to be complete. 

• Iband lift station processor has been replaced. 

• Replaced conveyer belt on GBT. 

• Completed Landfill 39 testing. 

• Complete 4th quarter Mercury testing. 

• Scott Thomas and Brandon Elliot attended WWOA Conference in Green Bay. 

• Replaced hose on jetter truck. 

 

 

 































ARTICLE II. - SEWER USE CHARGE SYSTEM  

 

Sec. 15-41. - Basis for variable charges.  

(a)Sewer users served by water utility water meters. For each lot, parcel of land, building or premises 
having a connection with the wastewater system and being served with water solely by the water utility, 
the quantity of wastewater for billing purposes shall be measured by the water utility water meter used 
upon the premises. In which case a user feels that a significant amount of water metered does not reach 
the sanitary sewer that user can, at their own expense, through the approving authority, install a second 
water meter or service that would monitor the flow of water used for lawn and garden watering, non-
contract cooling water or other similar purposes. Charges for sewer use would be made based on the 
difference between the two meter readings if only a second meter is installed, and on actual water 
metered for sewer use if a second meter and service are installed. 

Requests for usage adjustments, or a second meter or service, must be made in writing to the approving 
authority. Charges for this service shall be made in accordance with subsection (b) of this section. 

 

(b)Sewer users served by private wells. Sewer users served by private wells shall be required to do the 
following: 

Any person discharging sewage into the public sanitary sewer system who procures any part, or all of 
this water sources from other than the water utility, all or part of which is discharged into the public 
sanitary sewer system, the person shall be required to have water meters installed for the purpose of 
determining the volume of water obtained from each of these other sources. Where sewage meters are 
already installed, the water meters will not be required. The water meters shall be furnished by the 
water department and installed under its supervision, all costs being at the expense of the person 
requiring the meter. The water department shall charge for each meter a rental charge set by the utility 
to compensate for the cost of furnishing and servicing the meter. The rental charge shall be billed at the 
time the sewer charge is billed. The rental charge for water meters follows: 

 

Meter Size Rental Charge 

All meters $2.50/quarter plus an installation charge 

  

 

(c)Measurement of flow from high strength or toxic waste discharge. The volume of flow used for 
computing the variable charge shall be the metered water consumption of the user as shown in the 
records of meter readings maintained by the water utility, except as noted in subsection (d) of this 
section. 

Provisions for deductions. In the event that an establishment discharging industrial waste into the public 
sewers produces evidence satisfactory to the approving authority that more than 20 percent of the total 



annual volume of water used for all purposes does not reach the public sewer, then the determination 
of the water consumption to be used in computing the waste volume discharged into the public sewer 
may be made a matter of agreement between the approving authority and the person. Satisfactory 
evidence shall be evidence obtained by approved metering. 

 

(d)Metering and sampling of high strength waste. Devices for measuring the volume of waste discharged 
may be required by the approving authority if this volume cannot otherwise be determined from the 
metered water consumption records. Users designated by the approving authority with high levels of 
flow or with high strength discharges may be required to have monitoring facilities. The approving 
authority shall make a determination as to when metering of high levels of flow are needed as well as 
what frequency of sampling of high strength wastewaters is needed.(e)Free service. No user shall 
receive free service or pay a sewerage service charge less than the user's proportional share of all costs 
as defined in section 15-43.(f)Outside service. All users within the sewer service area shall be treated 
equally as to operation, maintenance and replacement sewer use charges regardless of their location 
with respect to the corporate limits. All users located outside of the corporate limits will be charged 150 
percent of the sewerage service charges. Total service charges may be adjusted to reflect variations in 
capital costs for outside users. 

(Prior Code, § 15.22) 

 

Sec. 15-42. - Billing practice.  

(a)Billing period. All sewerage service charges for customers whose water meter is read on a quarterly 
basis shall be billed on a quarterly basis. All sewerage service charges for significant contributors and for 
those customers whose water meter is read on a monthly basis shall be billed on a monthly 
basis.(b)Payment. Sewerage service charges shall be payable 20 days after the billing date, to the city 
treasurer.(c)Penalty. Charges levied in accordance with this article shall be a debt due to the city. If the 
debt is not paid within 20 days after it is due and payable, it shall be deemed delinquent. A penalty of 
ten percent shall be added to all bills not paid by the date fixed for payment.(d)Lien. Charges and 
penalties shall constitute a lien under the property services, and be recorded on the tax roll of the city. 
Change of ownership or occupancy of premises found delinquent shall not be cause for reducing or 
eliminating these penalties. 

(Prior Code, § 15.23) 

 

Sec. 15-43. - Amount of user charges.  

(a)Sewerage service charge. There is levied and assessed upon each lot, parcel of land, building, 
premises or unit having a connection with the wastewater treatment works, a sewerage service charge, 
based upon the quantity of wastewater discharged, pursuant to Wis. Stats. § 66.0821. Such sewerage 
service charges shall be billed to the person, firm, corporation or other entity owning, using or 
occupying the property served. The sewerage service charges shall consist of a fixed charge, a 
wastewater treatment plant debt service charge, and a variable charge as set forth in the following 



sections.(b)Fixed charge.(1)The fixed charge shall be a minimum charge for all users based upon the 
number of dwelling units, the number of customer meters/connections to the wastewater treatment 
works, and the size of the customer's water meters. This charge includes billing and administration 
costs, inflow/infiltration treatment costs, collection system depreciation, insurance costs and collection 
system debt costs.(2)Schedule of fixed charges. 

Meter Size Monthly Charge Quarterly Charge Monthly/Quarterly/Annual 

Dwelling unit $7.00 $21.00   $12.09  $36.27  $145.05 

⅝ inch $7.00 $21.00                 $12.09   $36.27  $145.05 

¾ inch $9.80 $29.40             $16.92   $50.76   $203.07 

1 inch $15.44 $46.33                   $26.67     $80.01   $319.99 

1½ inches $29.47 $88.41      $50.89     $152.67   $610.67 

2 inches $46.30 $138.89    $79.95      $239.85    $959.38 

3 inches $85.61 $256.82    $147.83    $443.49   $1,774.00 

4 inches $141.74 $425.23    $244.78     $734.34    $2,937.33 

6 inches $283.70 $851.10     $489.92     $1,469.76    $5,879.01 

8 inches $495.58 $1,486.74    $855.81    $2,567.43   $10,269.78 

10 inches $743.37 $2,230.10      $1,283.72    $3,851.16    $15,404.67 

  

 

(c)Normal domestic sewage. 

Volume charge (metered user)—$4.10/1,000 gallons or $3.07/100 cubic feet.    $5.276/ 1000 gallons or 
$3.95/100 cubic feet 

 

(d)Variable charge.(1)Users will be billed on the volume and strength of wastewater discharged to the 
wastewater treatment works. Normal domestic wastewater, defined as wastewater with concentrations 
of BOD of 270 milligrams or less per liter, suspended solids of 252 milligrams or less per liter total 
kjeldahl nitrogen of 25 milligrams or less per liter and total phosphorus of 3.7 milligrams or less per liter 
will be billed upon a volume charge based upon the quantity of flow determined pursuant to section 15-
41. Users discharging wastewater into the wastewater treatment works shall be subject to surcharges, 
in addition to the volume charge, if their wastewater has a concentration greater than the domestic 
concentration specified in the preceding sentence. The amount of the surcharges shall reflect the costs 
incurred by the city in removing the high strength BOD, suspended solids, total kjeldahl nitrogen or 
phosphorus from the wastewater.(2)Normal domestic sewage. 



Volume charge (metered user)—$4.10/1,000 gallons or $3.07/100 cubic feet.  $5.276/ 1000 gallons or 
$3.95/100 cubic feet 

 

(3)Sewage of greater than normal strength. 

Charges to users discharging wastewater of greater than normal strength of wastewater which is 270 
mg/l BOD 5, 252 mg/l TSS, 25 mg/l TKN and 3.7 mg/1 P. The following rates will be used in calculating 
the surcharges. 

 

Parameter Cost 

BOD $0.419/lb.    $0.473/lb 

TSS $0.450/lb.     $0.621/lb 

TKN $3.442/lb.     $4.318/ lb 

Phosphorous $5.313/lb.  $8.563/ lb 

  

 

Charges to users discharging wastewater of greater than normal strength shall be computed in 
accordance with the formula presented below: 

 

C = $4.10 x V + ($0.419 x .00834 x V x B) + (0.450 x .00834 x V x S) + (3.442 x .00834 x V x N) + (5.313 x 
.00834 x V x P). 

C= $5.276 x V + ($0.473 x .00834 x V x B) + (0.621 x .00834 x V x S) + (4.318 x .00834 x V x N) + (8.563 x 
.00834 x V x P). 

Where: 

 

C = Charge to sewer user for operation, maintenance and replacement costs for treatment works. 

 

V = Wastewater volume in 1,000 gallons. 

 

B = Concentration of BOD from a user above the normal strength of 270 mg/l. 

 

S = Concentration of suspended solids from a user above the normal strength of 252 mg/l. 



 

N = Concentration of total kjeldahl nitrogen from a user above the normal strength of 25 mg/l. 

 

P = Concentration of total phosphorus from a user above the normal strength of 3.7 mg/1. 

 

$4.10 $5.276= Charge for that portion of the waste equal to normal strength wastewater. Includes cost 
for treating 270 mg/l BOD 5, 252 mg/l TSS, 25 mg/l TKN and 3.74 mg/1 P.00834 = Conversion Factor 
(mg/l to lbs.). 

 

.7480 = Conversion Factor (1,000 gallons to 100 cubic feet). 

 

(e)Holding tank waste disposal charge. Charges to licensed dischargers shall be computed and assessed 
on the following basis: 

Flow - $1.33/1,000 gallons $1.74/ 1,000 gallons 

BOD - $0.419 x 845 mg/l x .00834 = $2.953   $0.473 x 845mg/l x .00834  = $3.333 

SS - $0.450 x 715 mg/l x .00834 = $2.653       $0.621 x 715mg/l x .00834 = $3.703 

TKN - $3.442 x 90 mg/l x .00834 = $2.584       $4.318 x 90mg/l x .00834 = $3.241 

P - $5.313 x 13 x .00834 = $0.576        $8.563 x 13mg/l x .00834 = $.928 

Dumping Charge per 1000 gallons = $6.15 

TOTAL $16.24/1,000 gallons       $19.10/ 1,000 gallons 

  

 

(f)Septic tank waste disposal charge. Charges to licensed dischargers shall be computed and assessed on 
the following basis: 

Flow - $1.33/1,000 = $1.33            $1.74/ 1,000 gallons 

BOD - $0.419 x 8500 mg/l x .00834 = $29.703    $0.473 x 4250mg/l x .00834  = $16.765 

SS - $0.450 x 13,600 mg/l x .00834 = $31.400    $0.621 x 6800 mg/l x .00834 = $35.218 

TKN - $3.442 x 500 mg/l x .00834 = $ 14.353    $4.318 x 250 mg/l x .00834 = $9.003 

P - $5.313 x 73 x .00834 = $3.234                                     $8.563 x 36mg/l x .00834 = $2.571 

Dumping Charge per 1,000 gallons = $ 6.15 



TOTAL $86.67/1,000 gallons             $71.45/ 1,000 gallons 

  

 

(g)Special assessments. Not included in the foregoing sewerage service charges are the costs associated 
with providing local collecting facilities to users, which the city may assess, by special assessment, in 
whole or in part, to the property benefited thereby. 

(Prior Code, § 15.24) 

 

Sec. 15-44. - Audit.  

The city shall conduct an annual audit, the purpose of which will be to maintain accurate accounting 
records for the revenues and expenditures of the wastewater treatment facility and to demonstrate the 
continued proportionality and sufficiency of the user charges relative to changes in system operation, 
maintenance and replacement costs. Change must be based on engineering code, rather than public 
policy. 

 

(Prior Code, § 15.25) 

 

Sec. 15-45. - Significant contributors.  

Significant contributors shall be those users of the wastewater works whose discharges exceed, in one 
or more parameters (flow, BOD, TSS, TKN, P), five percent of the design value for that particular 
parameter, on such average or peak basis as the approving authority determines is appropriate. 

 

(1)Significant contributors will be requested to advise the city of their best estimate of the level of usage 
of the wastewater treatment facilities that they expect to utilize through the remaining useful life of the 
wastewater treatment facility. The city may allocate a portion of capacity in the wastewater treatment 
facilities to specific significant contributors, particularly in the case of new construction, expansion or 
renovation of the facilities. Significant contributors will then pay capital costs associated with such 
allocated capacity.(2)Significant contributors will be encouraged to contract with the city as to the 
amount of the allocated capacity and as to the payment of associated capital costs. In exchange for a 
contractual commitment to pay such capital costs, the city may protect the contracting significant 
contributors from capital cost increases that might otherwise result from changes in the number of 
dischargers over whom capital costs might be spread.(3)Significant contributors who have provided 
projected usage levels to the city prior to a project of construction, expansion or renovation, shall, in the 
absence of contract provisions to the contrary, have their fixed charge computed on the basis of actual 
or projected usage levels. The city shall in any such allocation process treat all significant contributors in 
a manner that is not unreasonable or unjustly discriminatory. The city may change the amount of 
allocated capacity from the projections provided by the significant contributors, provided any 



opportunity for such change is made available to all significant contributors.(4)Phosphorus (P) 
monitoring is required by the approving authority in anticipation of future phosphorus limitations. 
Frequency of monitoring to be determined by the approving authority on a case-by-case 
basis.(5)Significant contributors who connect to the system after any specific construction, expansion or 
renovation project may only be allocated capacity in that project to the extent the approving authority 
deems such capacity is available. In no event may capacity allocated to a significant contributor under a 
wastewater service contract with the city be changed in any way without compliance with the terms of 
the contract. Significant contributors who do not have a contractual commitment to pay specific 
treatment plant debt service charges may have their allocated capacities and associated fixed charges 
reduced on a prospective basis if, in the judgment of the approving authority, the re-allocated portion of 
the capacity should be made available to another user 














